
Parent Update
31 March 2023

Dear Parents and Carers,

The end of March brings an end to the Spring 
Term. There have been so many highlights this 
term including Matilda Jr, an Author Visit, the Year 
9 Bodmin Jail trip, National Apprenticeship Week, 
and numerous visiting speakers as part of our 
Scholarship Programme. The final highlight to add 
to this list is last week’s 24-Hour Charity Challenge 
and Mr Toms, Head of Year 11, announces 
the fundraising total further on in this Parent 
Update! A big thank you to the pupils, parents, 
teachers and governors who make Penrice such 
a special community where we can celebrate 
such a wealth of vibrant events and learning 
opportunities for our young people.

When we return after Easter…
Before we look ahead to when we return after 
Easter, I wish to take this opportunity to thank 
the Penrice community for your solidarity and 
togetherness throughout the Spring Term. To 
repeat a line from a previous Parent Update: we 
all care deeply for the education and welfare 
of Penrice students – this is, without a doubt, our 
common goal.

Over the course of the past month we have run 
Student Voice Surveys, student-led Year Group 
Council meetings and student-led Academy 
Council meetings. Our senior leaders have also 
held discussions with any concerned parents. 

Lucy Gambier
Headteacher

Thank you for your patience during this process.
Our Senior Prefects in Year 11 will be delivering 
assemblies to all year groups during the first week 
back after Easter, sharing information regarding 
updates to our toilet access for the Summer Term 
(and beyond) following the above-mentioned 
consultations. Parents and carers will also be 
informed in the first Parent Update when we return 
after Easter.

Future opportunities to have your voice heard
Next term, we will be running our annual Penrice 
Parent Voice Survey. The results of last year’s survey 
and details of actions taken were published in 
December 2022 and can still be accessed here 
(PDF: 884KB).

Additionally, we would like to invite you to share 
further ideas and thoughts during a Parent/Carer 
forum meeting planned for Thursday 27th April 
5.30pm - 6.30pm. Parents and carers will be able 
to discuss a range of issues through ‘talking tables’ 
so that we can work together as a community to 
further improve and move the school forward.

Relationships are at the heart of any school and 
we recognise the need to create more avenues 
to be able to canvass ideas and improve 
communication. More details will follow after 
Easter, but if this sounds of interest to you then 
please hold the date in your diary.

Have a lovely Easter
Until we return on Monday 17th April, I wish all 
Penrice families a wonderful and relaxing Easter.

- Lucy Gambier

Year 11 Celebrate the Completion of Last Week’s 24-Hour Challenge
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https://www.penriceacademy.org/scholarship-spotlight/
https://www.penriceacademy.org/24-hour-challenge-2023/
https://www.penriceacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Penrice-Academy-Parent-Voice-Report-December-2022.pdf
https://www.penriceacademy.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/Penrice-Academy-Parent-Voice-Report-December-2022.pdf


As we approach the start of Summer Term, your 
child will begin learning about new topics in their 

subjects.

All of our curriculum information is displayed in a 
digestible format, year group by year group, on 

our website’s curriculum pages.

What Will Your Child Be LearningWhat Will Your Child Be Learning
Next Term?Next Term?

          Curriculum Information

24-Hour Challenge Raises over £2000
We are delighted to announce that last week’s 
24-Hour Challenge raised over £2,000 for 
Children’s Hospice South West!

The students did themselves proud last week. It 
certainly wasn’t an easy 24 hours; the nightshift 
between 3am and 5am was particularly 
challenging. But to see so many students involved 
throughout with very happy faces at the end was 
hugely rewarding. They’ve raised so much money 
for charity and they’ve done themselves proud!

These students were willing to put themselves 
through something that is very challenging for the 
benefit of other people. The funds donated to a 
very local charity shows a great sense of pride 
within our community along with compassion and 
respect for other people.

A full story with images can be found on the 
Penrice website.

Mr Kev Toms
Head of Years 10 & 11

              Full Story & Photos

Our Ten Tors trainees are fast-approaching 
their final challenge which takes place next 
term. They were out again on the moors last 
week and showed fantastic resilience - the 

clocks changing effectively meant they woke 
up during darkness at 5am on the Sunday to 

complete their weekend’s walk.
Keep going teams!!

TEN TORS UPDATETEN TORS UPDATE

5AM START

Year 10 Work Experience
The deadline for securing a work experience 
placement was today (31 March 2023).

All late approval and consent forms need to 
be fully completed by both the student/parent 
and employer and returned to Mrs Turner or Mrs 
Harrison immediately on return from the Easter 
break.

Mrs Lorraine Turner
Head of Careers

Students departed school this morning as they head to Austria for an 
incredible Snowboarding Trip arranged by Mr and Mrs Thomas. We wish 
them all the best and we look forward to hearing all about the adventure 
when we return after Easter!

SNOWBOARDING 
TRIP

https://www.penriceacademy.org/curriculum/
https://www.penriceacademy.org/curriculum/
https://www.penriceacademy.org/24-hour-challenge-2023/
https://www.penriceacademy.org/24-hour-challenge-2023/


of stud earrings in the ear lobe are allowed. The 
academy does not allow any facial or tongue 
piercings, including plastic retainers; this includes 
any ear piercings that are not in the ear lobe. A 
plaster covering a piercing is not acceptable.

Haircuts
In addition, any Easter haircuts will need to be neat 
and smart. Tramlines, shaved or extreme hair styles 
are not permitted. We expect hair colour to be of 
natural colours. If you are unsure about a style or 
cut, please consult with your child’s tutor or Head 
of Year before their hairstyle is changed.

We thank parents and carers for their support to 
make sure their children start the Summer Term with 
the correct uniform. For further information, please 
see our uniform policy via the link below.

Year 11 Easter Boosters
We are running some Year 11 booster sessions 
over Easter. Letters have been sent out to 
individuals invited in to specific subjects.

In addition to this, all Art and/or Photography 
students are invited to attend the booster sessions 
(13th and/or 14th April - see below).

The Core is also open to all students from Tuesday 
11th April to Friday 15th April - 9.00am - 2.30am. 
Sign up sheets have also been emailed to 
students for the Core sessions.

Summary of Booster Dates
History – Wednesday 5th April
Film Studies – Tuesday 11th April
Hospitality and Catering – Tuesday 11th April
Creative iMedia – Wednesday 12th April
Child Development – Wednesday 12th April
Computer Science – Thursday 13th April
Photography – Thursday 13th April
Fine Art – Thursday 13th April & Friday 14th April
Drama – Friday 14th April

Mr Gavin Thomas
Assistant Headteacher

YEAR 10 PPEYEAR 10 PPE
PREPARATION EVENINGPREPARATION EVENING

Thursday 20th April 2023
Letters were sent out earlier this week regarding 

our Year 10 PPE Preparation Evening on Thursday 
20th April.

A link to sign up form is contained within
the letter.

     Parent Letter (PDF: 176KB)

National Online Safety Membership Reminder
A reminder that all Penrice parents/carers are 
entitled to create a free account on the National 
Online Safety website, accessing a whole range 
of information and resources to keep children safe 
in the digital world.

Mr Dave Lewis
Designated Safeguarding Lead

            Sign Up and Access

As thoughts turn to warmer days next term it is 
worth reminding parents and carers of our uniform 
policy. We want our students to take pride in 
themselves and their education, as such our 
uniform policy sets a high expectation of dress 
and allows consistency and equality of uniform 
within the Academy. Wearing our school uniform 
is a marker of students being ready to learn. 
Visitors to our school always comment on how 
smart our students look and this sets the tone for 
the professional learning environment we want to 
foster.

If you are planning on purchasing any uniform 
over the holiday, please double-check our 
uniform policy which is available via the link 
below. This also gives information about our 
uniform suppliers and sources of second-hand 
uniform, including Penrice Pre-Loved, available 
both online (Facebook Marketplace) and via the 
in-school Uniform Store. This is a great way to save 
the planet as well as money.

Piercings
If your child is considering having a piercing over 
the holiday, please be mindful that only one pair 

UNIFORM REMINDERUNIFORM REMINDER

    Uniform Policy & Information

   Penrice Pre-Loved Online 
   (Facebook Marketplace)
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https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/penrice-academy
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