
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module/Unit 

of Learning 

Taught 

During 
What will students learn? 

How does this help to 

build a broad and 

strong foundation? 

Links to other 

Subjects 

Band 

Musicianship 

Autumn 

Term 

Students will begin by learning about 

chord progressions including major and 

minor chords and the four-chord trick 

chord progression. They’ll learn how 

chords and rhythms can be used to 

identify and appreciate Reggae music. 

Finally, students will develop their fluency 

in performing chord progressions using 

keyboards, guitars and ukuleles.  

Knowledge of chord 

progressions are 

integral to 

musicianship; being 

able to construct and 

perform chords 

accurately is an 

essential performer skill.    

Geography – 

Jamaica and 

the 

Caribbean.  

World Music Spring 

Term 

Students will begin by learning about 

Cyclic Rhythms and Polyrhythms typical 

of music from Africa. They will learn to 

compose using cyclic rhythms and 

polyrhythms using the digital audio 

workstations (DAW). Here they will learn 

the basics of composition and using the 

DAW. They will also develop their 

knowledge of Reggae music from the first 

term by discovering it’s history and 

context, and the bass riffs and beats 

typical of Reggae music. 

Studying World Music 

has become 

increasingly important 

since the middle of the 

20th century due to the 

major social changes 

occurring in the UK. 

Music styles have 

always been like a 

fingerprint for the 

cultures they are 

attached to and 

students will learn more 

about the world 

around them through 

music. 

History – 

colonialism in 

Jamaica 

 

Geography – 

Africa and 

African culture. 

Jamaica and 

the 

Caribbean. 

 

RE – 

Rastafarianism, 

African 

religions 

Developing 

Ensemble 

Skills 

Summer 

Term 

Students will start by learning the chords 

and the patterns of 12-bar blues, before 

expanding this knowledge to learn about 

improvisation and the C blue scales. They 

will then move on to learn about a 

walking bass, and how to put a walking 

bass line, chords and melody together. 

This will be done by looking at familiar 

songs. Learning about group ensemble 

Rock ‘n Roll, students will focus on 

combining walking bass, chords, melody 

and drums, as well as how to add in 

improvisation.  

Students will further 

strengthen their sense 

of ensemble and 

awareness of others 

developing their music 

theory knowledge and 

allowing them to 

become even better 

and more experienced 

musicians.   

History – 

Atlantic Slave 

Trade 

 

Geography – 

Atlantic Slave 

Trade 
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