
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module/Unit 

of Learning 

Taught 

During 
What will students learn? 

How does this help to 

build a broad and 

strong foundation? 

Links to other 

Subjects 

The language 

of Music 

Autumn 

Term 

Students will learn a variety of basic note 

durations including crotchet, quaver, 

minim and semibreves. They will learn 

how to compose using these and also 

how to identify these on a stave when 

reading music. Students will learn about 

time signatures and how these help a 

musician to stay in time when performing. 

They will then learn about pitch and 

tempo, and use this to develop their 

compositions. All of this knowledge will 

culminate in a selection of vocal 

performances where students will learn 

about being a professional performer 

and a respectful audience member.  

Music is a language 

that people use to 

communicate with one 

another, just like English 

or other languages that 

we speak. Learning the 

basic note values, time 

signatures and tempo 

will provide students 

with the basic skills 

required to excel in 

music and begin to 

develop their musical 

abilities. 

Drama – 

respectful 

audience 

Keyboard 

Skills 

Spring 

Term 

Students will begin by learning the layout 

of a keyboard and understanding where 

the different notes. This will link with the 

knowledge they acquired on pitch in the 

first term. This will then be developed and 

consolidated by learning, and then 

playing, the notes of the treble clef and 

the C Major scale. Students will then learn 

about dynamics and how these can be 

applied when performing a piece of 

music in the key of C Major. They will then 

learn about the 3/4 time signature and 

how to recognise and play in this time 

signature, before learning how to play 

with an accompaniment.  

The keyboard is one of 

the most fundamental 

instruments to music 

education as it allows 

students to develop 

their musical skills 

beyond just the notes 

on the piano. Having a 

basic ability on the 

keyboard is 

fundamental for all 

musicians in order to 

develop musicality, 

sense of tone and 

general musicianship.  

 

Ensemble 

Skills 

Summer 

Term 

Students will begin by learning the notes 

of the bass clef and understanding how 

to play a bass line. They will then move 

on to learn about chords, first understand 

what a chord is and then how to play 

chords, as well as what an accidental is. 

They will then progress to learn about 

linking bass line, chords and melody so 

that they can be played together in 

performance. Students will develop their 

ensemble abilities whilst learning about 

soul and blues music. Finally, students will 

learn about chord progression, 

understand both what it is and why it is 

used in music composition and 

performance.  

Knowing basic 

ensemble skills and 

being able to develop 

these will allow students 

to become better, 

more experienced 

musicians. Having 

cemented a basic 

knowledge of music 

and ability on the 

keyboards, students will 

develop these further 

by learning individual 

parts within group 

performance in order 

to develop their 

practical abilities 

further. 

History – 

Atlantic Slave 

Trade and 

development 

of soul music. 

 

Geography – 

Atlantic Slave 

Trade 
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