
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module/Unit 

of Learning 

Taught 

During 

What will students learn? How does this help to 

build a broad and 

strong foundation? 

Links to other 

Subjects 

Natural 

Hazards and 

Plate 

Tectonics 

 

Autumn 1 Students know the structure of the earth 

and have a basic understanding of 

how and why plates move.  

Students will investigate case studies 

where volcanoes and earthquakes 

take place, including Haiti and New 

Zealand. Students develop an 

understanding of why people live in 

hazardous areas and how people can 

mitigate against these natural hazards. 

This module supports 

students further with 

their ability to write 

geographically using 

sequencing. They also 

experience a wide 

range of footage of 

hazards which helps 

them see events ‘for 

real’, developing their 

knowledge of places 

and their ability to 

visualise other spaces. 

Students also start to 

evaluate the impact of 

hazards on countries 

with contrasting levels 

of wealth. 

Science 

 

Geological 

timescales 

and Climate 

Change  

 

Autumn 2 Students will learn how the earth has 

changed over time and develop their 

knowledge of geological eras and 

eons. 

Students will investigate human and 

natural causes of climate change. 

Students will begin to understand 

climate change and anthropogenic 

climate change.  Students will develop 

their understanding of evidence of 

climate change and how this is 

experienced on earth, such as the Little 

Ice Age.  

Students will broaden 

their knowledge of 

earth science. Students 

will be able to 

understand how 

evidence of climate 

change links to current, 

rapid climate change 

experienced today. 

Students will begin to 

develop their 

knowledge of social, 

economic and 

environmental impacts 

which will support their 

Year 10 learning of 

hazards. 

Science 

History  

Coasts Spring 1 Students will be able to distinguish 

between different types of rocks. 

Students will learn the dynamic coastal 

processes. Students will be able to 

identify different wave types. Students 

will be introduced to different coastal 

features such as caves and arches. 

Students will be able to explain how 

coastal processes form features.  

Students will begin to 

make links between 

geology and the 

formation of coastlines. 

Students will develop 

their understanding of 

processes, and this will 

support learning in Year 

9. Students will develop 

their sequencing within 

their writing.  
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Our Living 

World 

Spring 2  Students learn that the world has 

different climate and biome zones. 

Students learn the characteristics of 

tropical rainforests and location of 

these. Students are introduced to the 

Solomon Islands as a case study. 

Students can link plant and animal 

adaptations to climate. Students learn 

how we use these ecosystems and the 

impacts this has on people and the 

environment. Students visit the Eden 

Project to experience plant 

adaptations in a tropical biome.  

Students will visit the 

Eden Project to further 

their understanding of 

the rainforest and 

develop their 

foundational 

fieldwork/numeracy 

skills. 

They are also 

introduced to decision 

making by assessing 

different strategies to 

sustainably manage a 

tropical rainforest. 

Science 

Maths 

Opportunities 

and 

challenges in 

a desert 

environment  

Summer 

1 

Students know how deserts form 

globally. Students understand the 

climate and characteristics of a hot 

desert. Plant and animal adaptations in 

a dry climate are learnt. The Mojave 

Desert and the Sahel region are 

introduced to understand how climate 

change is affecting the rapid growth of 

deserts. Students begin to understand 

how desertification is managed.  

Students link their 

knowledge of biome 

formation and location 

to the desert biome. 

Students will develop 

their knowledge of this 

ecosystem and case 

studies to support KS4. 

Students can visualise 

climates in completely 

different environments.   

English 

Science 

Development 

and the Horn 

of Africa 

Summer 

2 

Students learn how levels of 

development differ across the world. 

Students are taught the main 

development indicators. Students are 

introduced to a text to visualise and 

understand how other people’s quality 

of life is different. Reading will be used 

in this topic to show what life is like in 

Ethiopia. 

Students develop their 

application of the 

development indicators 

to varied places. 

Students develop 

cultural capital of 

places and 

communities in Eastern 

Africa.  

English 

 

 


