
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Module/Unit 

of Learning 

Taught 

During 
What will students learn? 

How does this help to 

build a broad and 

strong foundation? 

Links to other 

Subjects 

Conventions 

of 

Pantomime 

Autumn 

Term 

Students will learn the conventions of 

pantomime, including casting, audience 

participation and performance style. 

They will learn key aspects of vocal and 

physical characterisation and how to 

apply these to a performance, as well as 

the conventions of a script that allow 

them to access written texts for 

performance. This learning is 

consolidated in a performance where 

they will also consider the role of a 

respectful audience. 

Pantomime is an 

accessible 

performance style that 

introduces several 

basic performance skills 

that will be used 

throughout the five-

year learning journey. 

There are recognisable 

conventions that 

students are often 

familiar with, allowing 

for early success. 

CLASS - 

Respect 

Devised 

Theatre 

Spring 

Term 

Students will learn the differences 

between devised and scripted theatre 

and the creative process of devising a 

piece of theatre. They will learn a variety 

of rehearsal techniques, including hot-

seating, spontaneous improvisation and 

role-on-the-wall. Students will learn about 

episodic and linear performance 

structures and how to identify an 

appropriate performance structure, and 

consideration of a target audience and 

how to devise with a specific audience 

focus.  

Devising theatre is an 

important skill to 

develop as it underpins 

approaches to theatre 

making. Understanding 

approaches to devising 

at this early stage in the 

learning journey will 

allow students to be 

prepared as they 

continue devising 

theatre in the future. 

Art – Banksy is 

used as a 

stimulus 

Scripted 

Theatre 

Summer 

Term 

Students will review the differences 

between devised and scripted theatre 

and the conventions of a script. Students 

will learn about the role of Konstantin 

Stanislavski in the development of 

naturalistic theatre, and the expected 

conventions in a naturalistic 

performance. Students will explore the 

characters of Tommo and Charlie in 

Private Peaceful to consider how a 

character is developed by an actor 

ready for performance. 

Characterisation is key 

to developing skills in 

Drama and Performing 

Arts. Learning these 

foundations skills early 

on allows students to 

apply them throughout 

their Drama journey. 

Naturalistic acting 

underpins much of the 

journey and so it is 

important that these 

skills are embedded 

now. 

History – World 

War 1 
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