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      R ich ard  B ak er w ith  J ack  and  Til l y  at th e Y ear 7  and  8   A w ard s  E v ening      R ich ard  B ak er w ith  J ack  and  Til l y  at th e Y ear 7  and  8   A w ard s  E v ening

W el come to Penrice A cad emy

As Principal, I am delighted to have this opportunity to introduce you to our school. Our students and staff are extremely proud to be 
members of the school community – a place to explore, thrive and be successful.

Penrice is committed to providing a stable and safe learning environment that allows our students to learn and teachers to teach. The 
relationships between staff and students is carefully nurtured and becomes simply fantastic.

Going to school is about learning, making new friends, trying new things, developing new skills and ultimately creating memories that will 
last a life time.

Penrice offers fantastic opportunities in sport, drama, art, clubs, trips and much more. Our unique Penrice+ programme allows our  students 
to try something new with a wide and exciting range of activities ranging from playing a musical instrument to learning what it’s like to be a 
vet on our amazing new farm - there is something for everyone.

Please do come and see us and discover what makes Penrice the right choice for your child.

Richard Baker 
Principal



Our Senior Prefect Team

On behalf of everyone here at Penrice Academy, we welcome you to our school. Penrice Academy has a warm, welcoming, community 
atmosphere and supports every student on their 5 year experience. During our own journey, we have had access to a variety of clubs and 
opportunities that have encouraged our ambitions and  immersed us into a fulfilling student life.  

The wide range of clubs that Penrice Academy offers include:

• Cross Country
• Eco Club
• Film Club
• Fun Maths
• Girls Football
• Penrice Bake Off
• Drama Club
• History and a lots of languages!
At Penrice Academy, your child is guaranteed to be provided with outstanding academic and pastoral support to encourage and build 
confidence, whilst making new friends – the perfect recipe for an enjoyable education.  

Recently, Penrice Academy has contributed to the wider community, both locally and internationally. The school’s Academy Council 
organised a series of charity events throughout the school year and raised almost £10,000 for our local hospice, Mount Edgcumbe.  In 
2017, we raised £17,000 for Penrice3580, which helped to transform the lives of hundreds of children and families in Kissi Town, Sierra 
Leone. 

Looking back now, our early years at Penrice Academy were extremely valuable and we know that children will prosper under the positive 
influences here.  We are lucky to have many areas within school offering support for any student who needs it, including the Student & 
Family Centre, Learning Centre and Learning Inclusion Centre.  

Please come and visit and see the Academy in action for yourself – we would be happy to tell you all about it!

Senior Prefect Team

Our Senior Prefect Team Our Senior Prefect Team 



Teaching and Learning

At Penrice Academy, we pride ourselves on delivering inspirational and exciting lessons across a wide range of subject areas. 

We have 4 lessons a day that are 75 minutes long, allowing our expert teachers to plan a wide range of interesting, practical and fun 
activities and for 1:1 coaching. We support every individual student, enabling them to leave Penrice having achieved their very best. Our 
teachers know each individual in their classroom and motivate students to become expert learners. 

At Penrice Academy teaching and learning is not just about the subject we are studying, it is also equally important to us to show our 
students the wider world through debate, understanding and welcoming differing viewpoints and enjoying different cultures. 

Home Learning 

Home learning is a vital part of a students’ learning experience, helping to embed knowledge and skills acquired in class and providing 
young people with an opportunity to develop a range of crucial learning habits including independent thinking, creativity, subject expertise, 
knowledge recall and resilience. Research has demonstrated that the connection between student progress and home learning presents a 
clear route to improved outcomes  for students. 



Develop Curiosity

Personalise Learning

Nurture New Talents

Enriched Learning 

Every child is an integral part of 
the ethos at Penrice Academy. 
We aim to develop each child’s 
specific needs, personalising 
enriched learning opportunities 
across the academy.  We 
consider it  essential to offer 
further provision that  provides 
our high achieving students with 
further opportunities to challenge 
and develop inquiring minds, 
leadership and oracy skills and 
become independent learners.  
Workshops such as Energy Quest 
(run by Tomorrow’s Engineers) 
and Medical Mavericks, have 
developed student’s complex 
problem solving skills and helped 
raise aspirations. 

By providing an extensive 
variety of activities that develop 
levels of confidence, resilience, 
engagement and life skills 
together with being academically 
stimulating, we help to ensure our 
students reach their full potential.  
Students can nurture new talents, 
helping to secure success in both 
examinations and developing as 
young adults. 

Last academic year, we 
delivered 17 ‘Enriched Learning’ 
opportunities, over 500 students 
developed their knowledge and 
skills outside of the classroom.  
Aspects of our programme 
this year have included 
collaborating with universities to 
broaden horizons via campus 
tours, university lectures and 
communication with university 
student ambassadors. 



Transition

We have a very successful programme in place which aims to make the transition from primary to secondary school as smooth as 
possible.   Every year, after the exciting Open Day and Evening, we begin to work closely with our primary colleagues to establish a 
picture of the Year 6 students.   This is developed in the Spring and Summer Terms when the Head of Year 7, Operational SENCO, 
Pastoral Manager and current Year 7 students visit the primary schools.  This allows us to learn as much as possible about each child 
and gives Year 6 the opportunity to meet Penrice staff and students and find out more about Penrice Academy.  We also meet with 
parents, pupils and professionals whenever a transition to secondary school is likely to cause particular challenges in order to plan a more 
supported move from primary school.

Once all the information is gathered, the Head of Year 7 creates tutor groups balanced in respect of ability, friendship, gender, individual 
need; an approach designed to ensure each child feels safe and secure.  In the latter part of the Summer Term we host all our incoming 
Year 6s for two Welcome Days, complemented with a Welcome Evening for parents.  During these two exciting days, the new intake meet 
their tutor group, make new friends, sample taster lessons and get a real feel for ‘life at Penrice Academy’.

Our newly appointed Prefects support the tutor groups during Welcome Days to help them navigate the Academy and ease any worries 
they may have.



Primary Taster Days

Exceptional Transition

Beyond the Classroom



Student &  Family Centre Team:  Student &  Family Centre Team:  Lorraine Farr, Leah Mason, Kirstin Libby and Matthew PotterLorraine Farr, Leah Mason, Kirstin Libby and Matthew Potter

Inclusive Community

Specialist Support

Behaviour Management

Support at Penrice

The Student and Family Centre (SFC)
The Student and Family Centre is part of our Pastoral Support at Penrice Academy. We recognise that for 
some children, school is not always an easy experience. Children occasionally face social and emotional 
challenges which can impede on their learning; for these more vulnerable children our involvement might need 
to be  intensified and may require support from staff within the SFC or support agencies working through the 
SFC.

Our Interventions include:
One-to-one mentoring
Group Work
Behaviour Management
Social & Emotional Support
School Counsellor
Attendance Support

We offer a lunch club facility for students who may be anxious in crowds, have difficulties managing money, 
are unable to choose a healthy option or find it daunting to eat in front of other people.  
Students meet in the Hall at lunch time five minutes before the official start of lunch enabling them to get their 
food before the rest of the students arrive.  Some students prefer to eat their lunch in the Canteen with the 
support of staff, while others have permission to eat in the Learning Centre, which offers a calm and peaceful 
environment.  Once students have eaten, they can go to the Learning Centre where board games and card 
games are  available.



SE N D  Sup p o rt  

At P enrice w e w elcom e eve ryone into ou r com m u nity.  

As a school, we endeavour to make available inclusive provision to ensure that all students, including those pupils identified with 
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND), can enjoy and benefit from a broad and balanced education.
We want everyone to have access to the National Curriculum at an appropriate level, so that they may achieve their full  potential 
w h ile at sch ool.  

Th e SE N D  Team 

T h e SEND T eam  inclu des tw o Au tism  Ch am pions,  th ree L iteracy and Dysl exi a Su pport Specialist s,  th ree SEND teach ers and 
several SEND Teaching Assistants. We are based between The Learning Centre (KS3) and The Learning Inclusion Centre (KS4). 

H o w  c an w e h elp ?  
The nature and extent of support we offer is dependent upon the individual’s needs and provision will be linked to their setting. 
Within the school we have several highly specialised provision centres.

Bespoke Curriculum for students who are working at Entry Level includes:
•  L u nch  Clu b and H om ew ork Clu b 
•  Social, L if e Sk ills and L eg o T h erapy -  a so cial deve lopm ent prog ram  delive red by ou r Au tism  sp ecialist s
• Dyslexia Club – specialist support for students identified with dyslexic traits delivered by our Dyslexia champions
•  P ost  1 6  g u idance and su pport inclu ding  detailed transi tion
•  L u cid R apid T est ing  on all Y ear 7  st u dents ( to identif y any risk of  dysl ex ia)  
• 1:1 interventions as and where necessary and support with organisation 
•  P arent Drop- in se ssi ons
•  Dysca lcu lia Su pport

O utdo o r L earning  -  Th e Farm

T h e Ou tdoor L earning  Envi ronm ent com prise s one m ain barn, 
eight paddocks and a pond. The animals in our farm include: 
g oats,  sh eep, g u inea pig s,  h am st ers,  rabbits,  du cks,  ch icke ns and 
bearded drag ons.

This environment offers students the opportunity to learn 
ou tsi de, g ain ag ricu ltu ral ski lls and exp erience and deve lop th eir 
confidence and well-being beyond the  classroom. The farm 
deve lops ou r st u dents’  kn ow ledg e of  f arm ing  w h ile also  bu ilding  
th eir se lf -  est eem  and team w ork ski lls,  encou rag ing  th em  to tak e 
ow nersh ip and resp onsi bility of  th e anim als th em se lve s.

With the addition of this facility, Penrice offer a BTEC Level 2 in 
Anim al Care.  T h e cou rse  s u pports and h elps to deve lop  st u dents’  
so cial, em otional and ph ysi cal ski lls th rou g h  ou tdoor learning  and 
cou ld lead onto a L eve l 3  in Anim al Care.

Claire G u rd, Assi st ant P rincipalClaire G u rd, Assi st ant P rincipal

Abby McDonald,Abby McDonald,
Operational SENCoOperational SENCoOperational SENCoOperational SENCo



Curriculum 

Our curriculum is broad and balanced with an emphasis on becoming an expert and being successful both inside and outside of the 
classroom. Penrice Academy provides a rich and diverse learning experience for each and every student regardless of background or prior 
knowledge. We provide our young people with exciting and varied educational experiences such as Penrice + and the Penrice Farm. 

Students at Penrice study a very broad range of subjects throughout Year 7 and 8, after which students choose a further 4 optional subjects 
from a diverse range of possibilities to suit their needs and attributes, to study alongside their core curriculum until the end of Year 11.

Penrice +

In addition to our daily extra-curricular activities, we offer Penrice +. This once weekly programme encourages all students to stay after 
school until 4.15pm and work with our staff in a great number of different clubs and activities. Whatever your interest there will be something 
for everyone!  The programme has been designed to develop student’s ability to articulate and communicate clearly, work independently 
and stretch students out of their comfort zone. Penrice + Activities include:

• Sports including Athletics, Running, Hockey, Dance, Badminton, Cricket, Rounders, Table Tennis, Netball, Football and Rowing

• Creative Clubs including Creative Writing, Protest Art, Poetry, Bake Off, Drawing and Painting, Film Club and Colour Me Calm

• Performance including Rock School, Drama Club, Film Club, Board Games, Choir, Orchestra

• Academic Clubs including Maths for Curiosity, History Club, German, Fun Maths, Eco Club, Space Club, The Big Debate, STEM Club

• And many more clubs introduced termly - by student request 



Enrichment Activities

Explore Cornwall

Travel Abroad

Curriculum Enrichment Week 

Our Curriculum Enrichment Week takes place at the end of each school year. The programme ensures every student can participate in an 
extensive choice of European, cultural and sporting trips alongside an enormous variety of activities based in the UK and closer to home; 
we offer something that will appeal to everyone. Groups have visited Paris, Les Orres, Barcelona and many other international locations.   
Activities can include surfing, fishing, action and adventure, horse riding, golf, football with Plymouth Argyle, art, design, model making, 
catering, Harry Potter, the Army, animal care and much more. 



Recent Enrichment Experiences

P erf o rm ance

O ur sch o o l  p ro d uctio ns al w ays cause  a st ir and  this ye ar’ s w as no  exce p tio n.  O ur st ud ents p erf o rm ed  S cho o l  o f  R o ck o ve r f o ur 
performances to a very appreciative audience. With all roles on stage performed by students, the energy on each night was electric and 
o ur aud iences w ere l ed  thro ug h the f ul l  g am ut o f  hum an em o tio n f ro m  cheering  and  cl ap p ing  to  w ip ing  a teary eye .  

Past performances have included Annie, Grease, Wizard of Oz, Midsummer Night’s Dream and Romeo & Juliet. We always include every 
child who auditions or expresses an interest in helping backstage and student  helpers working in the Sound & Light Events Crew. 

Many of o ur st ud ents l earn to  p l ay m usi cal  inst rum ents,  so m e in- sch o o l  w ith o ur C o rnw al l  Musi c S ervi ce Trust  teachers and  o thers w ith 
l o cal  m usi c teachers in the area and  m any w ho  teach them se l ve s.  N o  m atter w hich m etho d  yo ur chil d  has cho se n to  l earn,  they w il l  b e 
w el co m e in o ur acad em y m usi c g ro up s incl ud ing  O rchest ra,  C ho ir,  Rock School, Brass Group, Wind Group and Ukuleles. 

O ur o rchest ra m eets o nce p er w eek,  are su itab l e f o r al l  ab il ities and  p erf o rm  m usi c f ro m  the ve ry b est  in the m usi cal  cano n f ro m  B ach to  
Beethoven and beyond. Students enjoy playing classical and jazz tunes in very informal and fun rehearsals. We also provide music for 
the sch o o l  p ro d uctio ns.  

P ho to g rap hy

The Y ear 10 p ho to g rap hy g ro up s had  an exce l l ent tim e at F al m o uth U nive rsi ty p ro d ucing  p ho to sh o o ts in  p ro f essi o nal  st ud io s and  to uring  
the cam p us.  The st ud io  w o rk that st ud ents p ro d uced  w as ext rem el y  p ro f essi o nal  and  incl ud ed  the p ro d uctio n o f  a num b er o f  st o p  m o tio n 
films, light drawing and fashion  photo shoots. Not only have the students produced a vast portfolio of work for their GCSE coursework but  
experienced studying photography in a University setting. The day inspired our students and as a result several have  inquired about 
ap p l yi ng  f o r p ho to g rap hy co urse s at F al m o uth.



K erno w  Y o uth B o o k A w ard s 

S tud ents w ho  co m m itted  to  read ing  the no m inated  6  b o o ks w ere invi ted  to  
attend  the K erno w  Y o uth B o o k A w ard s ( K Y B A )  at the E d en P ro j ect w here 
they l ist ened  to  p rese ntatio ns b y the autho rs o f  these  b o o ks.  O ur st ud ents 
had  p revi o usl y vo ted  o n their f avo urite titl e and  the w inning  autho r w as 
anno unced  f o l l o w ed  b y an o p p o rtunity to  m eet the autho rs.

Minack Theatre

Y ear 9 st ud ents vi si ted  the w o rl d - f am o us Minack Theatre o n a g l o rio us d ay 
to  so ak up  the cul ture o f  a p erf o rm ance o f  A l i B ab a.  The g ro up  w ere g ive n 
excl usi ve  se ats f o r the p erf o rm ance and  w ere o ve r- l o o king  the tro p ical -
l o o king  o cean that p ro vi d ed  an incred ib l e b ackd ro p  f o r the sh o w .

Mil l io naires

A s a rew ard  f o r their co m m itm ent to  read ing ,  st ud ents w ho  have  exce ed ed  
reading one million words this year were invited on a trip to Waterstones 
w here they w ere p rese nted  w ith a b o o k vo ucher f ro m  the sch o o l  in 
reco g nitio n f o r their achieve m ent.  They then had  the o p p o rtunity to  sp end  
tim e in the p ark read ing  their l atest  p urchase  in the su nsh ine!

R em em b rance

A s p art o f  o ur annual  R em em b rance co m m em o ratio ns,  st ud ents w ere 
invi ted  to  w ear their unif o rm s f ro m  o utsi d e o rg anisa tio ns ( cad ets,  S co uts,  
G uid es and  m any m o re)  and  attend  o ur central  p o p p y and  w reath- l ayi ng  
cerem o ny .  The L ast  P o st  w as p l aye d  and  the 2 m inute S il ence o b se rve d  
p erf ectl y .

World Book Day

O ur Y ear 7  and  8  st ud ents w ere ag ain invi ted  to  d ress up  as their f avo urite 
book characters to celebrate World Book Day. There were many amazing 
and inventive outfits! In addition, our staff decorated their doors in the theme 
o f  a b o o k w ith hel p  f o r their tuto r g ro up s.

Mini Med ics

A t P enrice A cad em y ,  al l  o f  o ur st ud ents have  the o p p o rtunity to  l earn the 
m o st  im p o rtant ski l l  o f  al l ;  ho w  to  sa ve  a l if e.

With the Mini Medics programme, the students learn all the basics of First 
Aid, from the recovery position to how to use a defibrillator.

 A im ed  at yo ung er st ud ents,  the p ro g ram m e use s l ang uag e and  term ino l o g y 
that is easily understood and remembered, focusing on DR ABC: Danger, 
R esp o nse ,  A irw ay ,  B reathing ,  C P R .

Students leave the sessions with invaluable knowledge and a certificate in 
Mini Med ics Training .

Minack TheatreMinack Theatre
June 2019June 2019



Leadership Opportunities

Fantastic Facilities

Sporting Success



Sport at Penrice 

Penrice is proud of its tradition for being a leading school in the South West for delivering performance sports to the  highest standard 
along with an inclusive curriculum that  enables all students to access high quality physical activity. 

Outstanding teaching engages students in a wide range of activities which focuses on skill development in KS3 through to creating a 
lifelong interest in physical, mental and social well-being in KS4. 

Students have pathways to take their interest from lessons into a comprehensive after school programme.  Students can represent 
Penrice in performance sports such as  netball, football, hockey, rugby, athletics and cricket. Teams are  regularly successful at county level 
and extend elite  performance by fixturing the top schools in the county and going beyond with regular South West success in athletics. 
Inspirational activities such as a weekend rugby fixture with top  independent school Exeter School, football trips to Exeter City and netball 
training camps with Truro College performance squad have all raised the aspirations of St Austell’s future sporting stars.
Local schools provide additional fixtures for the huge volume of Penrice students who take the opportunities to represent the Academy. 
Often fielding 3 netball and football teams per year group all those who commit to training will have the chance to represent us.
A number of other activities outside of the traditional team games are regularly well attended. Students represent  Penrice in dance, rowing 
and golf. Recently 60 students  competed in a CrossFit fitness competition in Newquay. 

Students look forward to a number of opportunities to  further extend their passion for sport. Team PE regularly run  bi- annual adventure 
trips to Les Orres, Snowboarding trips and in the past have run rugby tours to France. The PE  annual activities week offer of Sport 
Academy week gives students a wide range of chances to be involved with  professional sport around the county. Trips to Exeter Chiefs 
and Twickenham are a nice reward for students’ commitment.  
Students receive an ever increasing opportunity to develop their leadership skills. Coaching primary students,  organising a primary sports 
day and transition events along with the chance to captain their beach bay team in our extensive intra school competition system. Many 
receive their PE colours for professionalism and achievement in performance sport with all those who show commitment receive Academy 
merits.



75%

90%

75% of students achieved at least Grade 4 in both Maths and 
English, allowing progression to further education or training.

90% of students achieved at least one Grade 4 in GCSE 
Science. Significantly above the national average.

+0.5 Class of 2019 achieved our most spectacular results to date, 
with a +0.5 Progress 8 score overall. 

Sensational Progress 2019 

197
The students achieved an incredible 197 top GCSE Grades 8 
and 9.Contact us: 

01726 72163
www.penriceacademy.org


