
PENRICE ACADEMY RECOMMENDS 
Books that we think you should try reading before you leave school. 

ROOM Emma Donoghue 

Jack has spent his life in a 

small space his mother calls 

Room, and while Jack uses 

his imagination to create fan-

tasies to entertain himself, 

his mother finds a way for 

them to escape.  

412 pages  

WUTHERING HEIGHTS 
Emily Bronte A tale of love 

that is stronger than death, 

which is also a fierce vision 

of passion between Cathe-

rine and Heathcliff.   

416 pages  

LORD OF THE FLIES 
William Golding A group of 

school boys crash lands on a 

desert island. With no 

adults can they set up their 

own rules to survive, or will 

savagery take over? An ex-

ploration of the darkness 

inside all humanity.  

225 pages  

1984 George Orwell A 

dystopian future world 

where Winston Smith 

rebels against the totali-

tarian government and 

Big Brother who watches 

over and controls every-

thing you do. 

400 pages  

OF MICE AND MEN 
John Steinbeck George and 

Lennie travel everywhere 

together looking for work. 

They arrive at a ranch 

where they hope to earn 

enough to follow their 

dream, but are faced with 

many troubled characters. 

An exploration of 1930s 

American and prejudice. 

128 pages  

DIARY OF A YOUNG 

GIRL Anne Frank The true 

story and diary of a preco-

cious young girl whose 

family is forced into hiding 

by the approaching Nazi 

regime. The diary follows 

her life surviving Nazi occu-

pation and is an incredibly 

powerful read. 

352 pages  

ANIMAL FARM George 

Orwell Politically-minded 

farm animals spark a revolu-

tion against their human 

master and establish a new 

government but will it be 

able to overcome a corrupt 

leader tempted by greed and 

power? 

144 pages  

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD 
Harper Lee The powerful tale of 

two children witness the effects 

of racial prejudice in their Ameri-

can town, as their father coura-

geously defends an innocent 

black man who has been accused 

of raping a white woman.  

320 pages  

THE GRAPES OF 

WRATH John Steinbeck 

This powerful social docu-

ment exemplifies the plight 

of "Okies" during the 1930s. 

If you enjoyed Of Mice and 

Men, read this for the dark-

er side of suffering experi-

enced by the migrant work-

ers.  

544 pages  

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
Jane Austen This is the clas-

sic love story about eight-

eenth-century England fea-

tures a glamorous, proud 

hero and a dashing, preju-

diced heroine whose worth 

is slowly discovered.  

320 pages  

THE COLOR PURPLE 
Alice Walker Life wasn't 

easy for Celie. But she knew 

how to survive, needing 

little to get by. Finally, she 

gains the courage to ask for 

more out of her life. An ex-

ploration of segre-

gation and racial 

prejudice.  

288 pages  

12 YEARS A SLAVE Solo-

mon Northup The true sto-

ry of a black man living in 

the free North USA, kid-

napped and sold into slav-

ery in the South. A dark 

narrative of the experienc-

es of racial treatment and 

survival as Solomon tries to 

return to his family in the 

North. 

166 pages  
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ALL QUIET ON THE 

WESTERN FRONT Erich 

Maria Remarque Bewildered 

German soldiers fight and 

suffer through the chaos of 

World War I.  An incredible 

story of the trenches and the 

suffering of soldiers. 

224 pages  

THE BOOK THIEF        
Marcus Zusak Trying to make 

sense of the horrors of World 

War II, Death relates the story 

of Liesel, a young German girl 

whose book-stealing and story-

telling talents help sustain her 

family and the Jewish man they 

are hiding in their basement. 

560 pages  

THE WOMAN IN 

BLACK Susan Hill When a 

young solicitor is sent to 

attend to the paperwork of 

the late Alice Drablow, he 

finds himself in a spooky old 

house at the end of a cause-

way, cut off by the tide for 

hours each day. Who is the 

mysterious woman in black 

he keeps seeing and what is 

her terrible secret?  

208 pages  

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE 

DOG IN THE NIGHT TIME Mark 

Haddon When Christopher finds a 

neighbour's dog killed he deter-

mines to unravel the mystery. But 

the world is a very strange place 

seen through the eyes of an autis-

tic and gifted 15-year-old boy, and 

Christopher soon finds 

out more than he could 

ever imagine.  

280 pages  

FRANKENSTEIN     

Mary Shelley A gifted scien-

tist attempts to break new 

frontiers and create human 

life from nothing, but has 

his quest driven him mad? 

Can he control the monster 

he has unleashed on the 

world?  

352 pages  

LIFE OF PI  

Yann Martel After a cargo 

ship sinks the only lifeboat 

is occupied by a bunch of 

animals (including a fully 

grown tiger) and a 16-year-

old boy called Pi. 

336 pages  

ONE DAY David Nicholls 

Twenty years of a relation-

ship between two people on 

the same day. 

488 pages  

JANE EYRE Charlotte Bronte 

When Jane leaves Lowood School 

to work for Mr Rochester, she 

thinks all of her worries are over. 

She falls in love with him, but he 

has a dark secret from his past 

that threatens to ruin everything.  

624  pages  

THE GREAT GATSBY  

F. Scott Fitzgerald  

Set in the 1920s, this is the 

tragic love story of Jay Gats-

by, a dashing, enigmatic 

millionaire, obsessed with 

an elusive, spoiled young 

woman, Daisy Buchanan.  

144 pages  

DRACULA            
Bram Stoker The original 

vampire story that 

launched them all. Jona-

than Harker visits Transyl-

vania to help Count Drac-

ula purchase a London 

house, starting a chain of 

blood-sucking danger!  

560 pages  

THE FAULT IN OUR 

STARS John Green Sixteen 

year old Hazel, who has 

cancer, meets Augustus at a 

kids-with-cancer support 

group and as they fall in 

love they both wonder how 

they will be remembered.  

352 pages  

WAR OF THE 

WORLDS  

H.G. Wells A daring por-

trayal of aliens landing on 

English soil. The survival of 

mankind is in doubt with  

scientific powers spinning 

out of control. A classic of 

Science Fiction. 

240 pages  
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REBECCA Daphne Du 

Maurier After a speedy mar-

riage Rebecca finds herself 

filled with dread arriving at 

her new home. Her husband 

changes and she finds herself 

friendless and isolated and 

unable to escape the phan-

tom of his former wife. 

432 pages  

THE HANDMAID’S TALE 
Margaret Atwood     In the fu-

turistic Republic of Gilead, 

which is being ruled and po-

liced by men, women are divid-

ed into classes based on their 

household functions.   

336 pages  

THE HOBBIT            
J.R.R. Tolkien This stirring 

adventure is a fantasy that 

introduces the far-

wandering hobbit, Bilbo 

Baggins and his many ad-

ventures encountering 

dwarfs, goblins and drag-

ons. 

368 pages  

A THOUSAND SPLENDID 

SUNS  Khaled Hosseini This novel 

is set against the three decades of 

Afghanistan's history shaped by 

Soviet occupation, civil war, and 

the Taliban and tells the stories of 

two women, Mariam and Laila, 

who grow close despite the hor-

rors they must endure.  

432 pages  

CASINO ROYALE 

(JAMES BOND SERIES) 

Ian Fleming The first novel 

that created the world’s 

best-known spy: James 

Bond. Travel with the British 

agent as he tries to uncover 

a world of deceit in a glam-

orous location. 

256 pages  

ME BEFORE YOU 

Jojo Moyes Taking a job as 

an assistant to extreme 

sports enthusiast, wheel-

chair- bound Will, Louisa 

tries to demonstrate that 

life is worth living when 

she learns of his shocking 

plans.  

512 pages  

THE ROAD                   

Cormac McCarthy The jour-

ney of a father and his son is 

recounted as they walk alone 

after a great fire has con-

sumed the nation and left 

everything in ash-

es.  

AR: 4.0  

320 pages  

THE TIME MACHINE  

HG Wells  

An incredible invention by a Victori-

an scientist enables the time travel-

ler to move around in time, eventu-

ally reaching the year 802701  

352 pages  

CATCH 22 

Joseph Heller 

Vulgarly, bitterly, savagely 

funny. A powerful account 

of World War II bombing 

missions. Written in a way 

that’ll be unlike anything 

else you’ve read before. 

544 pages  

JAMAICA INN  

Daphne Du Maurier After the death 

of her mother, Mary Ellen moves in 

with her aunt and her aunt’s vicious 

husband—the Landlord of the Ja-

maica Inn.  The inn is a front for law-

less criminals and their smuggling 

and Mary is dragged into this world 

of danger and murder. 

320 pages  

THIS IS GOING TO 

HURT Adam Kay  The se-

cret diary of a real junior 

doctor. 97 hour working 

weeks, life and death deci-

sions and a tsunami of bodi-

ly fluids!  

256 pages  

HOLDING UP THE 

UNIVERSE 

Jennifer Niven When Jack 

and Libby get tangled up in 

a cruel game at school, 

landing them in group 

counselling and communi-

ty service together, they 

finally learn what it's like 

to not feel alone.  

432 pages  
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ONE OF US IS LYING 
Karen M. McManus When 

the creator of a school gossip 

app mysteriously dies in 

front of four high-profile stu-

dents, all four become sus-

pects. It is up to them to 

solve the case.  

368 pages  

A CLOCKWORK ORANGE 
Anthony Burgess Fifteen-year-

old Alex likes lashings of ultravi-

olence. He and his gang of 

friends rob, kill and rape their 

way through a nightmarish fu-

ture, until the State puts a stop 

to his riotous excesses. 

But what will his re-

education mean?   

352 pages  

THE TIME              

TRAVELLER’S WIFE 
Audrey Niffenegger Henry De 

Tamble, a dashing, adventure-

some librarian, travels involun-

tarily through time, while Clare 

Abshire, an artist, takes a natu-

ral sequential course. Henry and 

Clare's passionate affair cap-

tures them in a romantic trap as 

they meet at ran-

dom points in their 

lives. 

528 pages  

MY SISTER’S KEEPER 

Jodi Picoult Thirteen-year-old An-

na, conceived to provide blood 

and bone marrow for her sister 

Kate who was diagnosed with a 

rare form of leukaemia at the age 

of two, decides to sue her parents 

for control of her body 

when her mother wants 

her to donate a kidney.  

432 pages  

MYTHOS Stephen Fry A 

modern retelling of the An-

cient Greek myths that have 

become part of our culture. 

Explore the beginnings of 

the world through Zeus and 

onward to Pandora. No one 

loves and quarrels, desires 

and deceives like the Greek 

gods and goddesses.  

464 pages  

THE BEES 

Laline Paull Flora 717 is  a 

survivor. Born into the low-

est class of the totalitarian 

hive society she is prepared 

to sacrifice everything for 

the Queen. But her mater-

nal love threatens to cause 

big problems in the hive. 

352 pages  

THE PERKS OF BEING 

A WALLFLOWER  

Stephen Chbosky Outsider 

Charlie writes, in graphic de-

tail, about his freshman year 

in high school, his new in-

sightful bohemian friends, 

his defiance of conformity, 

and his evolution 

into a man of action.  

224 pages  

MURDER ON THE ORIENT 

EXPRESS Agatha Christie 

While the train is stopped in a Bal-

kan snowdrift, detective Hercule 

Poirot must solve the problem of the 

dead American. Written by one of 

the greatest crime-writers in history. 

352 pages  

THE BELL JAR 

Sylvia Plath 

This semi-autobiographical 

novel presents an ambitious 

and brilliant young woman's 

search for values and her 

eventual breakdown.  

Written by one of 

the world’s most 

famous modern 

poets. 

544 pages  

GREAT EXPECTATIONS 

Charles Dickens A tiny orphan boy 

named Pip acquires a mysterious 

benefactor who sponsors him to 

become a gentleman. Years later, 

Pip confronts his past heartaches 

and illusions that his "great expecta-

tions" have brought upon him.  

432 pages  

THE WASP FACTORY 
Iain Banks A bizarre, imagi-

native, disturbing, and dark-

ly comic look into the mind 

of a child psychopath - one 

of the most infamous of 

contemporary Scottish nov-

els.  

256 pages  

HIGH RISE 

J.G. Ballard Within the concealing 

walls of an elegant forty-storey tow-

er block, the affluent tenants are 

hell-bent on an orgy of destruction. 

Cocktail parties degenerate into ma-

rauding attacks on `enemy' floors 

and the once-luxurious 

amenities become an arena 

for riots and technological 

mayhem.  

272 pages  
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