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Challenge, Opportunity and Self-Belief

Every child is an integral part of the ethos at Penrice Academy and we 
want every student to have the opportunity to access excellent education, 
support and enrichment opportunities to make them life-long learners. 

Underpinning this, we want to develop levels of confidence, resilience and 
life skills.  Our ethos and values represent the building blocks for a 
successful five years at the school; they enable our students to succeed in 
both examinations and in developing as young adults.

A guide to some of the ‘Enrichment Opportunities’ 
available for ‘High Attaining Students’

At Penrice Academy we aim to deliver opportunities of challenging 
and enriching educational experiences for all learners. We believe 
the importance of providing a range of learning opportunities to allow 
students to flourish during their time at the school is of paramount 
importance. 

In addition to the learning time spent in the classroom, we consider 
it essential to offer further provision that provides our high achieving 
students with further opportunities of challenge.  This may involve 
students being stretched beyond their comfort zone, taking measured 
intellectual risks as well as developing resilience. We want to ensure 
that students are inspired to learn, not only to maximise educational 
excellence and levels of aspiration, but also nurture their well-being. 

As a school we are committed to organising a range of activities to 
enrich and support students’ learning and development throughout 
their 5-year journey at Penrice. We have a range of activities
organised by subject specific teaching staff for students to access as 
well as events offered by universities to inform students of potential
learning opportunities Post 16/18.  The enrichment opportunities on 
offer promote the development of; creative and critical thinking,
complex problem solving, raising aspirations and fostering resilience. 

This booklet contains further information on the Enriched Learning
opportunities offered this academic year for Years 7-10. If you have 
any questions or would like further information about any of the
experiences offered, please contact:

Miss Zoe Garrod, High Band Practitioner, on zgarrod@penrice.org.uk



We are keen to build on your child’s successes from Primary school 
and continue to engage and challenge them through the diverse
curriculum offered during Year 7 and also through opportunities after 
school.

We actively encourage our students to take part in extended learning 
activities across a variety of subject areas and interests to go beyond 
the skills and knowledge they are developing inside the classroom. We 
seek to engage our high band students to get involved in our Penrice 
Plus programme on a Thursday evening after school. 

Year 7 Enriched Learning Programme Offer

The Big Debate

During the Spring Term there will be a debating club open to our 
KS3 students in Years 7 and 8.

This is offered as part of Penrice Plus, for high band students to
access and will encourage the development of leadership skills. ‘The 
Big Debate’ will encourage students to develop their oracy skills,
develop their character, consider culture from a range of perspectives 
and focus on the skilfulness of debating. This will be a fantastic 
opportunity for students to develop their knowledge and understanding 
as well as developing academic language linked to the skills required 
to achieve Grade 9s at GCSE, as well as developing active listening 
and critical/deeper thinking.  During the club, students will experience 
being floor speakers, (to challenge speakers on a logical fallacy that 
has been spotted or to offer a point that may not have been raised), 
peer assessors (judges – to actively listen to both sides and reach a 
decision as to which side has won) and reporters (students to report on 
the debate, providing a commentary summarising the points made).
  
Each week a variety of ‘motions’ for each subject will be offered to
students to challenge their viewpoints and get them actively and
critically thinking. Each ‘motion’ will focus on areas of the curriculum or 
activities that encourage debating beyond the classroom. 

English Literature: “This house would legislate for Plain English”
History: “This house believes the Treaty of Versailles was the main cause of 
WW”
Science: “This house prefers bioethanol to petrol”

We will be celebrating the work of students through a ‘Debate
Evening’. This will be organised by our Year 9 and Year 10 English 
Speaking Union team and details of this event will be sent to parents/
carers in due course. 



CREST Club
 (Tuesday Evenings 3:15pm - 4:15pm Spring Term 2)

CREST Awards

CREST is a national scheme for student-led project work in the STEM 
subjects (science, technology, engineering and mathematics).

It gives our students the opportunity to become more independent and 
reflective learners through enquiry based project work; in turn
developing their fascination for science.

At Penrice Academy we are looking for 30 high band students to work 
in collaborative groups to investigate and research their own
methodology through an investigative approach. 

The Science curriculum at Penrice Academy is thematic and therefore 
lends itself to further investigative practice, empowering students to 
develop their curiosity in science.  

Research shows that students who participate in CREST achieve 
higher grades at GCSE and are more likely to study STEM subjects at 
A-Level.

In Year 7, students will complete the Bronze level.  Over the course of 
10 hours, teams of students will design their own investigation and
record their findings, giving them a taste of what it is like to be a
scientist or engineer in the real-world. The projects are assessed by 
the teacher or leader against the CREST assessment criteria.

The CREST scheme will run during the Spring Term and a maximum 
of 30 participants will be involved. Places will be given on a first come, 
first served basis.



The Big Bang Fair is the largest celebration of science, technology, 
engineering and maths (STEM) for young people in the UK. It is an 
award-winning combination of exciting theatre shows, interactive
workshops and exhibits and careers information from STEM
professionals.

The fair gives young people the chance to hear from inspiring
engineers and scientists from some of the UK’s biggest companies and 
find out about the opportunities available in STEM. We want everyone 
who comes to The Big Bang Fair to understand how important
scientists and engineers really are… they literally shape the world 
around us! The number of exciting career possibilities that exist within 
science, technology, engineering and maths are endless and the best 
news is, there’s a route for everyone.

We will be taking a group of highly engaged year 7 students nominated 
by their teachers for excellent EWL to attend this exciting event in
Exeter on the 25th June 2019. More details to follow. 

Please note that additional Enrichment opportunities will arise for Year 
7 throughout the scholastic year and we will notify you directly of these.  

The Big Bang Fair South West

Tuesday 25th June 2019

As part of our enrichment opportunities for Year 8 we want to ensure 
that we give students the chance to explore carefully their option 
choices and potential routes into further and higher education. 

Opportunities for high band students in Year 8 range from subject 
specific input, opportunities as part of the Penrice Plus programme, to 
visits to university campuses to experience life as an undergraduate.

Year 8 Enriched Learning Programme Offer

Year 7



During the Spring Term there will be a debating club, open to our 
KS3 students in Years 7 and 8.

This is offered as part of Penrice Plus, for high band students to
access and will encourage the development of leadership skills. ‘The 
Big Debate’ will encourage students to develop their oracy skills,
develop their character, consider culture from a range of perspectives 
and focus on the skilfulness of debating.  This will be a fantastic
opportunity for students to develop their knowledge and understanding 
as well as developing academic language linked to the skills required 
to achieve Grade 9s at GCSE, as well as developing active listening 
and critical/deeper thinking.  During the club, students will experience 
being floor speakers, (to challenge speakers on a logical fallacy that 
has been spotted or to offer a point that may not have been raised), 
peer assessors (judges – to actively listen to both sides and reach a
decision as to which side has won) and reporters (students to report on 
the debate, providing a commentary summarising the points made).  

Each week a variety of ‘motions’ for each subject will be offered to
students to challenge their viewpoints and get them actively and
critically thinking. Each ‘motion’ will focus on areas of the curriculum or 
activities that encourage debating beyond the classroom. 

English Literature: “This house would legislate for Plain English”
History: “This house believes the Treaty of Versailles was the main cause of 
WW”
Science: “This house prefers bioethanol to petrol”

We will be celebrating the work of students through a ‘Debate
Evening’. This will be organised by our Year 9 and Year 10 English 
Speaking Union team and details of this event will be sent to parents/
carers in due course.

The Big Debate
The University of Bristol is one of the UK’s high performing universities 
and part of the Russell group.  It strives to provide the highest quality 
of further education to challenge students Post 18.  Undergraduates 
are taught by renowned academics whose research and innovative 
practice are a real strength of the university’s work.  A number of our 
ex-students have gone on to study at the University of Bristol across a 
range of subjects including, veterinary science, mechanical
engineering, engineering mathematics and dentistry.

We have arranged to visit the University of Bristol for an introduction 
to university life. Students will experience campus tours delivered by 
current undergraduate student ambassadors, get a first-hand feel for 
university life and get to attend a STEM subject masterclass delivered 
by University of Bristol academics.

High Band students in Year 8 will be invited to attend this event,
however we are limited to 45 places and therefore these will be given 
on a first come first served basis. 

Further information, including letters of invite will be sent during the 
Spring term.

We would also like to extend the invite to Year 8 for our Masterclass 
session that will be delivered on 28th March 2019.  This twilight ses-
sion will be an opportunity for students and parents to find out more 
about life at university.  Please see the Year 10 offer for more informa-
tion. 

Please note that additional Enrichment opportunities will arise for Year 
8 throughout the scholastic year and we will notify you directly of these.  
Subjects, including Maths, English, Humanities and Science will invite 
students to further learning opportunities outside of the classroom.

STEM KS3 Schools Conference – Bristol University

Tuesday 2nd April 2019



Year 9 is ultimately the first year of GCSE study at Penrice Academy 
having made option choices in Year 8.  We are therefore keen to 
foster the students’ love of learning whilst developing their aspirations 
Post 16.  Our high band students will be working hard to develop their 
understand of GCSE content and practise the knowledge and skills 
required to attain high grades at the end of Year 11.  Subjects will help 
students on their journey, ensuring they are challenged, supported and 
have access the link reading to further embed their understanding. 

In addition to the support offered across the curriculum, students will 
also have the opportunity to engage with further and higher educational 
institutions to help them prepare for their futures.  

Some of the enrichment opportunities available to Year 9 students 
are also available to Year 10.

Year 9 Enriched Learning Programme Offer



We are pleased to welcome to Penrice Academy, Mark Yallop who will 
be delivering a workshop on the world of finance and banking.

Mark will be visiting us on Monday 4th March during Period 2 to share 
his knowledge and experiences. Places for this event will be offered to 
those students in top set Maths’ groups and will be limited to 30 places 
across Year 9 and 10. Letters will be sent to students via Mrs Johns 
and places for the event will be offered on a first come, first served 
basis. We have a Bank of England Speaker coming to visit Penrice 
on Monday 4th March. If you would like further information about this 
event please contact Mrs Johns on ljohns@penrice.org.uk.

We would also like to extend the invite to Year 9 for our Masterclass 
session that will be delivered on 28th March 2019.  This twilight ses-
sion will be an opportunity for students and parents to find out more 
about life at university.

Please see the Year 10 offer for more information. Please note that 
additional Enrichment opportunities will arise for Year 9 throughout 
the scholastic year and we will notify you directly of these.  Subjects, 
including Maths, English, Humanities and Science will invite students 
to further learning opportunities outside of the classroom.

Finance and Banking Bank of England Speaker

Mark Yallop

Monday 4th March 2019

By the time your child enters Year 10, they will be thinking about the 
opportunities available to them not only Post 16 but also Post 18. 
Having developed their skills and knowledge of the curriculum,
students will be furthering their critical thinking and problem skills to 
prepare them for their examinations in Year 11.  

The Year 10 Enriched Learning programme focuses on the future
‘Beyond Penrice’ giving students the opportunity to explore future study 
in higher education.

Year 10 Enriched Learning Programme Offer



Ever thought about life at university? We are pleased to welcome 
members of the university outreach team to talk about student life and 
what to expect at university. The session is an open invite to all high 
band learners and their parent/carers and will be delivered in the main 
hall from 5:30pm until 7:00pm. Letters of invite for the evening will 
be sent before half term and we have approximately 80 places. 

Aspire Masterclass 2019

Introduction to University and Student Life
University of Exeter

We are pleased to welcome to Penrice Academy, Mark Yallop who will 
be delivering a workshop on the world of finance and banking.  Mark 
will be visiting us on Monday 4th March during Period 2 to share his 
knowledge and experiences.  Places for this event will be offered to 
those students in top set Maths’ groups and will be limited to 30 places 
across Year 9 and 10.

Letters will be sent to students via Mrs Johns and places for the event 
will be offered on a first come, first served basis.  We have a Bank of 
England Speaker coming to visit Penrice on Monday 4th March. 

If you would like further information about this event please contact
Mrs Johns on ljohns@penrice.org.uk.

Bank of England Speaker

Mark Yallop

Monday 4th March 2019

Twlight, Thursday 6th June 2019



The University of Bristol is one of the high achieving universities in the 
country and part of the Russell group.  It strives to provide the highest 
quality of further education to challenge students Post 18.
Undergraduates are taught by renowned academics whose research 
and innovative practice are a real strength of the university’s work.
A number of our ex-students have gone on to study at the University of 
Bristol across a range of subjects including, veterinary science,
mechanical engineering, engineering mathematics and dentistry.

We have arranged to visit the University of Bristol for an introduction 
to university life. Students will experience campus tours delivered by 
current undergraduate student ambassadors, get a first-hand feel for 
university life and get to attend a STEM subject masterclass delivered 
by University of Bristol academics.

High Band students in Year 10 will be invited to attend this event in 
the Spring term, however we are limited to 45 places and these will be 
given on a first come, first served basis. 

Further information, including letters of invite will be sent at the
beginning of the Spring term.

STEM KS4 Schools Conference – Bristol University

Thursday 4th April 2019

We are delighted to announce an upcoming Humanities and Social 
Sciences Insight Day coordinated by the University of Exeter at the 
Penryn Campus. This interactive and hands-on event is designed to 
give our Year 10 students an insight into the University of Exeter
Penryn Campus and its world-class teaching and research in
Humanities & Social Sciences. Alongside subject taster sessions, 
students will explore campus and meet current undergraduate students 
to ask any questions they may have about student life.  Places for this 
will be limited to 10 students with an interest in humanities and social 
sciences.  

Please note that additional Enrichment opportunities will arise for Year 
10 throughout the scholastic year and we will notify you directly of 
these.  Subjects, including Maths, English, Humanities and Science will 
invite students to further learning opportunities outside of the
classroom.

Humanities & Social Sciences Insight Day
Exeter University Penryn Campus

Friday 26th April 2019
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