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Year 8 Assembly - 10 Jan

Go For It Careers Day - 10 Jan

Option Booklet Online - 11 Jan

P Pop Option Evening - 15  Jan   

R Pop Option Evening - 16 Jan 

Taster Choices Deadline - 18 Jan  

Taster Lessons - 28 Jan - 8 Feb

Intervention Evening - 30 Jan

Option Form Deadline - 14 Feb

Choosing the right options for GCSE study is very 
important, and we strongly advise that parents and 
students attend Options Evening and Intervention 
Evening to discuss the choices available. 

Options Booklet and Forms will be online digital 
publications, the links to these will be emailled to 
all parents and students and will be available on 
the Penrice Academy website. Option forms will 
be submitted online. 

Options Evening is the opportunity to find out 
more about each of the Option and Core subjects 
and see examples of typical work produced in 
different subject areas. The evening will begin at 
5.00pm with a short presentation in the main hall, 
followed by time to visit subject areas. 

Intervention  Evening is the opportunity for those 
with individual concerns or questions to discuss 
Option choices individually with subject teachers, 
bookings can be made via our online booking 
system from Wednesday 23 January 9.00am. 

GCSE CORE
All students will study GCSE Maths, English (both 
English Literature and English Language) and 
Combined Science (2 x GCSE Qualifications). 
Students in the higher sets will study three separate 
Science GCSEs; Chemistry, Physics and Biology. 

All students will participate in Core PE lessons to 
enhance fitness and promote healthy lifestyles. 
In addition to Core PE students can opt to study a 
qualification in Sports and PE. 

All students will also study CLASS (Culture, 
Lifestyle and Society Studies) as a non examined 
subject, which includes the compulsory Religious 
Studies curriculum. 

Students then have four Option Choices:

Progress Eight Option 
Students choose one Progress Eight Option to 
ensure they achieve their potential Progress 
Eight score. *All high prior attaining students are 
recommended to choose the Language they have 
studied in Yr 7 and 8. 
We recognise that for some students these subjects 
will be a real challenge, we have recommended 
that some students choose Applied Geography to 
allow them to achieve their best.

EBacc Option
Students choose one.
*All high prior attaining students are recommended 
to choose History or Geography here. All other 
students have the choice to either study another 
EBacc subject or a high value Level 2 equivalent 
qualification. 

Open  Two
Students choose two Open Options, these subjects 
will provide students with a GCSE or Level 2 
equivalent qualifications within the subject area, 
the exact qualification may change depending on 
course content and the DfE approved qualifications 
list. 
High prior attaining  students may finish one of 
these courses in 2 years and have the opportunity 
to have additional time to complete the separate 
sciences or another qualification. 

We aim to give all students their first choice 
option subjects however this is not always 
possible. Some subjects will not run and others 
will be oversubscribed, so please ensure all 
reserve choices are carefully considered. 

It is very important to choose the right Option 
subjects first time, if however in September students 
realise they have made an unsuitable choice, they 
will have a two week ‘window’ to change, subject 
to availability and timetable constraints.

Languages - When choosing a language, students 
must pick the language they have studied in Year 
7 and 8.

**Applied Geography has been recommended 
to some students to support them achieving a full 
GCSE in Geography.

***Animal Care has been recommended for 
some students, to provide a Level 1/2 qualification 
alongside developing confidence, self esteem and 
the ability to learn well across other areas of the 
curriculum. 

Online Option Forms will be available for completion 
from Friday 8th February  and must be submitted 
online by Thursday 14 February 9.00am. 
If you have any difficulty accessing or submitting 
the online forms, please contact our reception 
team who will be very happy to help. 

Completed option forms are only viewed after 
the final deadline, so there is no advantage in 
submitting forms early. 

If you have any other questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact me directly. 

Mrs Gambier 

Vice Principal
Penrice Academy
lgambier@penrice.org.uk

Progress 8 Measure
We have designed our curriculum and our Option 
choices to give all students a broad and balanced 
curriculum, and give them the best chance of 
success against the Progress 8 national bench 
mark measure. 

Progress 8 was introduced for all school in 2016. 
The measure is based on students’ progress 
across eight subjects: English; mathematics; three 
EBacc qualifications (sciences, computer science, 
geography, history and languages); and any 
three further subjects.

GCSE Maths is automatically double weighted 
and if both GCSE English Language and Literature 
are taken, English will also be double weighted. 
The final Progress 8 measure will be an average 
of the 8 best qualifications that students complete. 

EBAcc (English Baccalaureate) APS
EBacc average points score (APS) was introduced 
in 2018 and is calculated by averaging a students’ 
best 5 GCSE grades in the EBacc subjects. 

The full EBacc curriculum is a rigorous and 
academic curriculum suited to our high prior 
attaining students and will be used to calculate the 
EBacc APS across the following curriculum areas;

• Best grade in either English language or 
English literature

• Maths
• Science x2
• Best grade in either geography or history
• Best language grade

*We have written a letter of recommendation to 
all high prior attaining students recommending 
the full EBacc curriculum so they achieve their 
potential, however any students wishing to study 
an EBacc curriculum are encouraged to do so. 
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Maths

All students study 
Mathematics. It is one 
of the fundamental 
subjects underpinning 
all sciences and 
technology. We want 
them to appreciate 
that Mathematics will 
be useful outside the 
classroom and can also 
be used to help in other 
GCSEs.

Key Knowledge and Skills

The Mathematics course 
enables students to 
develop knowledge, skills 
and understanding of 
mathematical methods 
and concepts, including:  
• Number  
• Algebra  
• Ratio
• Geometry  
• Statistics 
• Probability  
Use their knowledge and 
understanding to make 
connections between 
mathematical concepts  
Apply the functional 
elements of mathematics 
in everyday and real-life 
situations 

Assessment  

AQA GCSE Mathematics (8300) 
Assessment of GCSE will consist of 
three papers 
Paper 1: Non-Calculator, 1hr 
30min 
Paper 2: Calculator, 1 hr 30min 
Paper 3: Calculator, 1 hr 30min 
The are two tiers of entry
Higher - Grades 4 - 9
Foundation - Grades 1 - 5

Career and Progression

Astronaut, Accountancy, 
Architecture, Statistics, 
Logistics, Economist, 

Engineering, Financial 
Advisor, Market Research, 

Medical Researcher, 
Meteorologist, Programmer, 

Pyrotechnics Expert, 
Rollercoaster Designer, 
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L a n g u a g e 
and 

English 
Literature 

English Language

• Explorations in creative 
reading and writing

• Writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives

• Spoken Language (non-
examination assessment)

English Literature

Students will study the following 
texts:
• Shakespeare play
• 19th-century novel
• Modern Text
• Poetry (15) + unseen poetry
This specification supports 
students’ achievement in an 
untiered, closed book context 
through the use of extract-based 
questions in the assessment of 
the 19th-century novel and the 
Shakespeare plays.

English Language

English Language, will enable 
students to: 
• read a wide range of 

fiction and on-fiction texts 
considering writers’ craft 

• craft their own writing 
• use Standard English 

appropriately 
• use grammar correctly, 

punctuate and spell accurately 
• acquire and apply a wide 

vocabulary 
• present, listen and respond to 

spoken language 

English Literature

• develop skills in reading 
comprehension and reading 
critically 

• evaluate writers’ choices of 
vocabulary, grammatical and 
structural features

• explore context, considering 
writers’ intentions

• compare texts from different 
eras and contexts 

• use accurate Standard 
English: accurate spelling

Assessment
Students will achieve two 
GCSEs; one in English 
Language and one in English 
Literature. 
These qualifications are 
assessed through examination 
only. There are 2 exams for 
Language, and 2 for Literature; 
all exams will be taken at the 
end of the course. 

Career and Progression

English skills are essential for any job or 
career. 

Students can progress to study English, 
English Language or English Literature 

at A level. There are many different 
degree options linked to English. 
Possible careers linked to English 

include: administration; advertising; 
broadcasting; copywriting; editing; 

journalism; law; librarianship; media; 
proof reading; public relations; 
publishing; research; teaching; 

television; university lecturing; writing; 

As a Year 11 I am thoroughly enjoying English; I’ve studied both English 
Language and Literature.

In English we cover things such as drama, poetry and Shakespeare which 
are all very interesting and fun subjects to be taught. English is a subject 

where there’s something involved for everyone! 
Yr 10 Student
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Year 9: 
Human Rights – Social Injustice, Slavery Past 
and Modern Day and Rights & Amnesty
Human Rights – Crime & Punishment and Capital 
Punishment
YZUP - Drug Workshop 
The Dove Project: Body Image Body Talk, and 
Body Comparisons Media Manipulations
Disrespect Nobody: Relationship Abuse, Consent 
and sharing sexual images 
Cyberbullying
Brook - Sexual health and question forum 
Gender Fluid
Medical Ethics 
Fertility Treatment OR Cloning OR Three Parent 
Babies
God OR Losing My Religion
Reflections & Presentations
Year 10:

Brook - Healthy behaviour, contraception Diversity 
in the UK - Culture, Immigration, Multicultural 
Britain and Prejudice and Discrimination
ACT NOW – Radicalisation & Terrorism PC J Dorman
Eating Disorders – Anorexia, Bulimia and Coping 
Strategies
Medical Health First Aid for Eating Disorders
Brook – Healthy behaviour, Contraception and 
Consent 
Sexting
Planet Porn - real life V fantasy 
Transgender
Jimmy & Jamie’s Mystery
Sex – Indecent Proposal + FWB
Reflections & Presentations

CLASS (Culture, Lifestyle and 
Society Studies)
CLASS is a fusion of PSHE and 
RS-related subjects, the study 
of which will help prepare you 
as students for a life beyond 
Penrice and for your active 
participation as members 
of local, national and 
international communities. 
Issues and topics for discussion 
will pose moral and social 
dilemmas for you as students 
and young adults. The topic 
might be about relationships, 
illegal substances, healthy 
lifestyles, self-esteem, the 
media...and will include 
religious attitudes to these 
issues.
Assessment
There is no external exam 
accreditation within CLASS but 
progress is still assessed through 
students interaction via class 
discussions, debates and time for 
personal reflection.

Year 11
CP –
Study Skills –
YZUP – Drug Workshop 
Mental Health – Issues surrounding 
mental health and illness, raise 
awareness of mental illness and 
how others can help and Issues 
surrounding mental health and 
illness.
Nine Characteristics
Gambling
Brook  - STI’s and Contraception 

“ I think CLASS is good because 
everyone can vocalise there opinion 
and there is no judgement. Everyone is 
listened to and I like the way we work 
together in pairs so if you don’t really 
understand then your partner can help 
you. We are learning important things 
that everyone can learn from also how 
we have Mams support in and out of 

lessons“

Year 9 Student 

“I like CLASS  because in this room we can express our true opinions and 
emotions. We learn without the worry of being judged also how if we 

don’t understand a certain word Mam puts it in a better way of putting it 
and helps us to say what we need to say in this class I feel comfortable”

Year 9 Student 
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Combined or Triple Science
The majority of our students will sit Combined 
Science, which will incorporate aspects of all 
three sciences (Biology, Chemistry & Physics) 
into two GCSE qualifications.
Our most able scientists will be selected to sit 
Triple Science and will take separate GCSEs 
in Biology, Chemistry & Physics. Students 
will be selected based on the progress 
they demonstrate in their assessments 
throughout Year 8, in consultation with their 
science teacher.

Biology: Cell biology, transport systems, 
health, disease and the development 
of medicines, coordination and control, 
photosynthesis, ecosystems, inheritance, 
variation and evolution and the genome and 
gene expression

Chemistry: Atomic structure and the periodic 
table; structure, bonding and properties of 
matter, chemical changes, energy changes, 
the rate and extent of chemical change, 
organic chemistry, chemical analysis, 
chemical and allied industries and earth and 
atmospheric science. 

Physics: Energy, forces and motion, waves 
in matter, light and electromagnetic 
waves, electricity, magnetism and 
electromagnetism, particle model of matter 
and atomic structure.

Key  knowledge and Skills
GCSE Science provides the foundations 
for understanding the material world. 
Scientific understanding is changing our 
lives and is vital to the world’s prosperity, 
all students should be taught  essential 
aspects of the knowledge, methods, 
processes and uses of science. The course 
helps students appreciate the complex 
and diverse phenomena of the natural 
world.
• This is achieved by enabling 

students to:
• Develop scientific knowledge 

and conceptual understanding of 
biology, chemistry and physics.

• Develop scientific enquiry skills 
to help them answer scientific 
questions about the world around 
them.

• Apply observational, practical, 
modelling and problem solving 
skills, both in the laboratory and

• in the field.
• Develop the ability to critically 

evaluate scientific claims.

Assessment 

All Science GCSE Courses 
are assessed through 100% 
terminal Exams. 

All exams will be taken at the 
end of Year 11 in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics. 

Career and Progression

Either combined or separate       
science enables students to        
progress onto single sciences 
at A-level or to further 
education courses in the core 

subjects. 
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Career and Progression 

French is an integral part of 
the EBACC route and as such is 
highly valued by all colleges and 

universities. 

It can be studied at A-level 
or through the International 
Baccalaureate at the colleges of 
Truro, St Austell, Callywith and 
Plymouth, with the opportunity 
of taking it on to further study at 

French

Taking French at GCSE 
offers an invaluable 
opportunity for French 
students to hone their 
language skills and 
become confident French 
speakers. All lessons are 
skills-based with a focus on 
natural and spontaneous 
language use, enabling 
students to adapt to a 
range of scenarios from 
everyday conversations 
and holiday exchanges 
to writing articles on 
global issues and letters of 
application. 

Key Knowledge and Skills

Over the course of the three 
years, you will revisit the topics 
already covered in KS3, con-
solidating prior learning and 
taking this to a much higher lev-
el. By the end of Year 11, you 
will have thoroughly explored 
the 5 key themes included in 
the GCSE exams- identity and 
culture; local area, holidays 
and travel; school; future aspi-
rations, study and work; as well 
as international and global di-
mensions. 

All lessons focus on building 
your confidence in using the 
language for a wide range of 
purposes incorporating the key 
skills that you will need when 
using French abroad, taking 
the GCSE and in preparing for 
further study at A-level. 

Assessment 

You will complete 4 GCSE 
exams; one for each of the 4 
key skills- listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. These 
are equally weighted and are 
designed to assess spontaneous, 
creative language use.

Did you know?

In the GCSEs of 2018, French students at Penrice did amazingly well!  
91% of students achieved at least a standard pass and 38% received a 
grade 7 or above. They also achieved a stunning 3 grade 9s! This puts 
us in the top 11% of schools nationally and among the very best in the 

county for GCSE MFL results. 
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Assessment 

You will complete 4 GCSE exams; 
one for each of the 4 key skills- 
listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. These are equally 
weighted and are designed to 
assess spontaneous, creative 
language use  any exam.  

Spanish

Taking Spanish at GCSE 
offers an invaluable 
opportunity for Spanish 
students to hone their 
language skills and 
become confident Spanish 
speakers. All lessons 
are skills-based with a 
focus on natural and 
spontaneous language 
use, enabling students 
to adapt to a range of 
scenarios from everyday 
conversations and holiday 
exchanges to writing 
articles on global issues 
and letters of application. 

Key Knowledge and Skills

Over the course of the three 
years, you will revisit the 
topics already covered in KS3, 
consolidating prior learning 
and taking this to a much higher 
level. By the end of Year 11, you 
will have thoroughly explored 
the 5 key themes included in 
the GCSE exams- identity and 
culture; local area, holidays 
and travel; school; future 
aspirations, study and work; as 
well as international and global 
dimensions. 

All lessons focus on building 
your confidence in using the 
language for a wide range of 
purposes; incorporating the key 
skills that you will need when 
using Spanish abroad; taking 
the GCSE and in preparing for 

Career and Progression

Spanish is an integral part of 
the EBACC route and as such is 
highly valued by all colleges and 

universities. 

It can be studied at A-level 
or through the International 
Baccalaureate at the colleges of 
Truro, St Austell, Callywith and 
Plymouth, with the opportunity 
of taking it on to further study at 

Did you know?
In Year 10 we offer students a brilliant opportunity to go to Seville on a foreign language trip. 
Participating students spend 5 days in Seville, attending Spanish language lessons for 5 hours 
each day, and taking part in cultural activities each afternoon, conducted entirely in Spanish. 

Also, in the GCSEs of 2018, Spanish students at Penrice did phenomenally well!  92% of students 
achieved at least a standard pass and 55% received a grade 7 or above. They also achieved a 

stunning 4 grade 9s! This puts us in the top 10% of schools nationally and among the very best in 
the county for GCSE MFL results. 
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History

There are four units studied in history:
(1) Medicine through time, c1250–
present and a study of a historic 
environment (The British sector of 
the Western Front: injuries, treatment 
and the trenches). Here we analyse 
the ways in which we have prevented 
and treated disease over the past 800 
years.
(2) Early Elizabethan England, 1558–
88. We examine the tumultuous reign 
of Elizabeth I and the defeat of the 
Spanish Armada.
(3) Superpower relations and the 
Cold War, 1941–91. We analyse the 
extreme tension between the Soviet 
Union and the USA, where both sides 
almost engulfed the world in a nuclear 
war. 
(4) The USA, 1954–75: conflict at 
home and abroad. We consider the 
impact of black Civil Rights in America 
as well as the Vietnam War. We 
closely scrutinise how America was 
forced to recognise the inequalities in 
its own society at a time when they 
were fighting for the rights of the 
South Vietnamese on the other side of 

Key Knowledge and Skills

There are four key skills in history: 

1. Your ability to recall the key 
features and characteristics of 
the periods studied. 

2. Your ability to explain and 
analyse historical events 
and periods studied using 
historical concepts such as 
causation, consequence, 
similarity, difference, change, 
continuity and significance. 

3. Your ability to analyse, 
evaluate and use primary 
sources 

4. Your ability to analyse, 
evaluate and make 
substantiated judgements 
about secondary sources 
or interpretations (including 
how and why interpretations 
may differ) in the context of 
historical events studied. 

Assessment 
There is no coursework for this 
qualification. Three exam papers:

Paper 1 (Medicine) is worth 30%
Paper 2 (Elizabeth and 
Superpower Relations) is worth 
40%
Paper 3 (The USA, 1954–75: 
conflict at home and abroad) is 
worth 30%. 
You are also assessed for spelling, 

Career and Progression

A GCSE in history is a solid 
foundation for any occupation or 

route of study. GCSE History is 
highly regarded by professions and 

universities alike as it shows the 
students have the tools required to 
sort information effectively, argue 
persuasively, and to write clearly, 

succinctly and with relevance; skills 
critical to all careers. However, 

for law, journalism and politics it is 
almost obligatory. 
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Geography

Unit 1: Living with the Physical 
Environment.
Section A: The challenge of natural 
hazards 
Section B: The Living World 
Section C: Physical landscapes in the 
UK
This unit looks at important physical 
changes in the world, and their impact 
on people. 

Unit 2 Challenges of the Human 
Environment    
Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
Section B: The changing economic 
world 
Section C: The challenge of resource 
management
This unit is very up to date looking at 
the challenges that face us on this ever 
changing planet. 

Unit 3: Geographical Applications 
    
 
You will undertake a physical and 
urban piece of fieldwork, one local 
and one in a nearby city. Making 
geographical decisions based on a 
current geographical issue. The focus 
will be on applying geographical 
skills whilst undertaking two pieces of 
fieldwork research.

Key Knowledge and Skills

This subject gives you the chance to 
develop as effective, independent 
learners with enquiring minds.
To develop your knowledge and 
understanding of geographical 
concepts and appreciate the 
relevance of these concepts to 
our changing world on a local, 
national and international scale. 
To appreciate the differences and 
similarities in people’s views of 
the world and its environments, 
societies and cultures.
To develop your responsibilities 
as global citizens and recognise 
how you can contribute to a future 
that is sustainable and inclusive. 
To develop and apply your 
learning to the real world through 
fieldwork, GIS, statistics and map 
work. To make decisions and 
justify them in relation to difficult 
global issues.

Assessment  

There is no coursework for this 
qualification. Unit 1, 2 will be 
assessed by written examinations, 
each of 1 hour 30 minutes. Each 
paper is worth 35% of the total 
grade. 

Unit 3 Will be assessed by a 1 
hour written examination which is 
worth 30% of the final grade. 

Career and Progression 

Geography is an education for 
life. Colleges and employers 
value the board range of skills 
that geography delivers. A GCSE 
in Geography is an excellent 
preparation for many careers e.g. 
Geology, Engineering, Tourism, 
Business and Commerce, Nature 
Conservation, Civil Aviation, 

Astronaut &  Local Government.

Are you fascinated by the natural environment? Do you enjoy being out in the field 
studying landforms and researching the processes that have formed them? Are you a 

problem solver? 
Are you interested in where you live, how places are changing and who makes the 

decisions about the environment we live in? 
Do you enjoy map work and using software such as Google EarthTM? 

Are you fascinated by the world of opportunities out there? Would you like a career 
which combines a good job with plenty of opportunities to travel and explore new 

places at home and abroad? 
Then CHOOSE GEOGRAPHY!

What Students Say
“Studying History has hugely helped me with many of my other subjects like English 
and Geography. The source analysis questions and evaluation of text that we study in 

History, have helped boost my grades in other important subjects.”
Student - Year 11

“The History department have really helped me understand historical events and the 
revision resources that we receive make remembering information much easier.”

Student - Year 11
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Applied Geography 

This subject gives you the chance to 
develop as effective, independent 
learners with enquiring minds. 
To develop your knowledge and 
understanding of geographical 
concepts and appreciate the 
relevance of these concepts to 
our changing world on a local, 
national and international scale. 
To appreciate the differences and 
similarities in people’s views of 
the world and its environments, 
societies and cultures. To develop 
your responsibilities as global 
citizens and recognise how you 
can contribute to a future that 
is sustainable and inclusive. 
To develop and apply your 
learning to the real world through 
fieldwork, GIS, statistics and map 
work. To make decisions and 
justify them in relation to difficult 
global issues 

Key Knowledge and Skills
Unit 1: Living with the Physical 
Environment. Section A: The 
challenge of natural hazards Section 
B: The Living World Section C: 
Physical landscapes in the UK This 
unit looks at important physical 
changes in the world, and their 
impact on people. Unit 2 Challenges 
of the Human Environment Section A: 
Urban issues and challenges Section 
B: The changing economic world 
Section C: The challenge of resource 
management This unit is very up to 
date looking at the challenges that 
face us on this ever changing planet. 
Unit 3: Geographical Applications 
You will undertake a physical and 
urban piece of fieldwork, one local 
and one in a nearby city. Making 
geographical decisions based on a 
current geographical issue. The focus 
will be on applying geographical 
skills whilst undertaking two pieces 
of fieldwork research.

Assessment

There is no coursework for 
this qualification. Unit 1, 2 
will be assessed by written 
examinations, each of 1 hour 
30 minutes. Each paper is 
worth 35% of the total grade. 
Unit 3 Will be assessed by a 1 
hour written examination which 
is worth 30% of the final grade. 

Career and Progression

Geography is an education 
for life and is excellent 
preparation for many 

careers including Geology, 
Engineering, Tourism, 

Business and Commerce, 
Nature Conservation, Civil 

Aviation, Aeronautics & Local 
Government.

 Applied Geography is a unique and engaging way in which 
to study Geography. A combination of small class sizes, a 

hands on approach to the subject and a supportive learning 
environment will allow students to achieve at the highest level.
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Food and Cookery
Hospitality and Catering offers a 
unique opportunity for students to 
develop their knowledge and extend 
their skills within a vocational context. 
It is an invaluable qualification for 
those who wish to progress into further 
education and a career within this ever 
expanding and prominent industry.  
The course encourages the 
independent investigation and study 
of catering skills and establishments 
within a variety of contexts and 
uses a variety of assessment 
techniques to allow students to 
respond through both practical 
and investigative theory work.  
Students will develop a variety of 
practical skills to enable them to 
plan and prepare balanced and 
innovative dishes for a range of 
target markets. They will explore 
presentation and portioning skills to 
allow them to present their dishes 
in a professional way. Through 
research and independent planning 
tasks, students will also gain a broad 
understanding of factors affecting a 
Catering business. They will develop 
and justify their own business 

Key Knowledge and Skills

• Nutrition and Menu 
• Planning Customer 

Acceptability Portion 
Control      Presentation 

• Cooking Methods 
• Types of Service 
• Job Roles 
• Culinary a Terms 
• Costing and Profit 

Margins Environmental 
Considerations 
Packaging 

• Specialist Equipment 
• Safety and Hygiene   
• Legislation 

Assessment

Hospitality and Catering 
The Hospitality and Catering 
Industry- External Assessment. 
Development and justification of a 
new catering establishment. 
Hospitality and Catering in 
Action- Internally Assessed 
Coursework. Practical Trials and 
production of dishes. Planning 
of dishes, including cost and 
nutritional values. 

Career and Progression

Level 2/3 Professional Cookery 
Level 3 Certificate in Catering and 

Hospitality Provisions 
Level 3 Diploma in Hospitality, 

Supervision and Leadership 
Principles 
Head Chef 

Restaurant Manager 
Pastry Chef 

Food Nutritionalist 

“ I think Catering was a fantastic choice for my GCSE options. I have gained 
so much more confidence to try out different recipes, ideas and techniques. 

Catering is by far one of my favourite lessons and I have gained a lot of 
experience and recipe ideas”  

“I love the Catering GCSE course. I enjoy the course as it has helped me to 
learn different techniques and taught me how to make many different dishes. The 

course has improved my knowledge of the Catering industry as a whole”
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Assessment

Component 1 & 2 are worth 60% of 
overall qualification
Component 3 externally set 
component is worth 40%
Internally set components 1 and 2 will 
be assessed on a grading scale from 
level 1 pass to level 2 distinction. In 
order to be awarded a qualification, 
a learner must complete and achieve 
all three components with a grade 1 
pass or above.

Key Knowledge and Skills

Component 1 – Generating ideas in art 
and design – Internally set
·    ‘The Call of Duty’: For the 
first project, students will learn about 
commercial aspects of the graphic design 
industry and will explore a variety of print-
making techniques. Following this they 
will investigate WW1 posters and will 
consequently pitch an idea for their own 
poster design to Bodmin War Museum. 
They will then experiment with 3-D 
techniques learning about ceramic and 
wire artists designing and will research 
designers who have worked on memorial 
art. (Year 9)
Component 2 – Develop Practical Skills in 
art and design – Internally set
·    ‘Keep calm and drink tea 
– Blitz spirit’: The theme of this brief 
will encourage students to consider 
the community spirit of the Blitz era in 
WW2. From this, they will consider a 
way to develop their own teapot design 
based on research generated around the 
subject, applying imagination to ceramic 
techniques. (Year 10)
Component 3 – Responding to a client 
brief – externally set
The skills and knowledge developed so 
far will prepare students for this third 
component. They will work towards an 
externally set client brief where they will be 
required to research and generate ideas 
then apply this to practical tasks. There is 
a possibility to re-take this component.

Career and Progression

The creative industries of the UK 
were worth £101 billion in 2017.

 
A fine art GCSE will enable students 

to study art and design further at 
A-Level and this will then open the 
door to University study in a wide 
range of exciting degrees. These 

include: Illustration; Interior design; 
architecture; set design; fashion 
design; art history; animation; 
graphic design; games design; 

costume design and many more.

Art and Design

There is an exciting 
opportunity to study art 
and design for students 
who enjoy experimenting 
with media and learning 
through process. The course 
has a vocational focus, 
whereby students explore 
working to a brief to reflect 
industry practices, learning 
how contemporary 
designers and artists work 
with clients and exploring 
studio organisation, 
project planning and visual 
communication.

‘Life without industry is guilt; industry 

without art is brutality’

John Ruskin

A
rt

 a
nd

D
es

ig
n

EBacc
Alternative

 
 

Sp
or

ts
 

Sc
ie

nc
e

Sports Science 

The sports qualification offered will be 
a level 2 course.  Please find below an 
overview which explains the course 
content.  All PE courses are now 
tipped towards being predominantly 
theory based with students needing to 
demonstrate their learnt knowledge 
in practical situations. This is different 
from courses in the past which has 
required students to be assessed 
on their practical sporting ability. 
Students need to have good literacy 
skills and should feel confident when 
performing in an exam situation as 
the course contains an externally 
assessed exam. Furthermore, 
students need to have pride with 
their presentation when producing 
coursework. Actively perform 
independent research in your own 
time to achieve the highest grades 
possible. 

Key Knowledge and Skills

4 Unit Course
• Reducing the Risk of Sports 

Injuries
• Applying Principles of Training
• The Body’s Response to Physical 

Activity/Sport Psychology?
• Sports Nutrition
Students will learn about sports injuries 
and how you can reduce the risk of 
these. How sports performers recover 
quickly from injuries and how these 
could affect performance. There will be 
a focus on how you can improve fitness 
levels through applying the principles of 
training. Students will design a training 
programme and evaluate how effective 
it is. Students will be introduced to how 
the body responds to physical activity. 
What the short and long term impact of 
exercise is on the bodies systems such 
as the cardiovascular and muscular. 
Students will be introduced to how you 
fuel the body for optimal performance. 
Students will produce an eating plan 
which provides a balanced and nutritious 
range of foods.

Assessment 

L2 qualification in Sport, exact 
qualification will be selected to 
match students needs. The course 
will be 50% practical and 50% 
classroom based. The course will 
be assessed on 75% coursework 
& 25% external exam. 

Career and Progression
Students who complete a 

qualification in sport could progress 
onto further Level 3 qualifications 

and A levels, such as: • A level in 
Physical Education • BTEC National 

Diploma in Exercise, Health and 
Fitness Studies/BTEC in Sport & 
Exercise Science/BTEC in Sport 

& Physical Activity/BTEC in Sport 
Development & Coaching. 

Potential careers can involve being 
a Sports Nutritionist, Personal 

Trainer/Physical Therapist, Sport 
Psychologist, Strength and 

If you want to know how to use science to improve 
your sporting performance or in the future want 

to be involved with one of the fastest growing 
industries then this course will give you a good 

insight. 3 years ago it was reported that the sports 
industry in this country is now worth 20 billion and 
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Creative iMedia

You will learn creative 
media skills through 
their practical use. This 
course provides you with 
essential knowledge and 
skill in Creative Media. 
The qualifications will 
encourage independence, 
creativity and practise 
in digital manipulation 
and awareness of the 
wider digital media sector 
providing a great start for 
those looking to work in the 
sector or for those aspiring 
to be entrepreneurs.

Key Knowledge and Skills

Pre-production skills.
Creating digital graphics.
Creating interactive multimedia 
products.
Creating a digital animation.

The course will equip you with a 
range of creative media skills and 
provide opportunities to develop 
ideas through from investigation to 
product development and into digital 
production. The course provides you 
with desirable, transferable skills 
such as research, visually planning, 
structuring time planning, and 
reviewing your designs, working with 
others and communicating creative 
concepts effectively. Through the use 
of these skills, learners will ultimately 
be creating fit-for-purpose creative 
media products.

Assessment

75 % coursework completed 
digitally and 25% written 
exam. 

All coursework units are 
assessed internally. There is 
one external written exam.

Career and Progression

This course provides a strong 
foundation for further study 

and allows progression to 
further education, providing 

skills and opportunities 
in employment across 
many sectors such as 

Advertising, Animating, 
Radio Broadcasting, Website 

You will learn essential knowledge, transferable skills using 
Adobe Suite and Microsoft package, and tools to improve 

learning in other subjects with the aims of enhancing their 
employability when they leave education, contributing to 

their personal development and future economic well-being.
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Computer Science

This is the Digital Age.

Computer programmes 
have all but infiltrated every 
aspect of our lives. This GCSE 
is specifically designed to 
provide a framework for 
learners to understand 
and apply a wide range of 
computing aspects such as 
the fundamental principles 
of systems architecture 
and digital systems, 
abstraction, decomposition, 
logic, algorithms, and 
data representation. The 
demand for individuals with 
Computing capabilities in 
the UK is extremely high. It is 
a niche area and only 10% 
of the population are able to 
apply for these positions.

Key Knowledge and Skills

TThe course focuses on the 
theory of computing.
Component 1
• Systems architecture
• Memory
• Storage
• Wired and wireless networks
• Network topologies, protocols 

and layers
• Systems security
• Systems software
• Ethical, legal, cultural and 

environmental concerns
Component 2
• Algorithms
• Programming techniques
• Producing robust programs
• Computational logic
• Translators and facilities of 

languages
• Data representation: units, 

numbers, characters, images, 
sounds and compression

Assessment 
This course is 100% exam based
Component 1: Computer Systems Written 
paper 1hr 30; 40% of the GCSE 
Component 2: Computational Thinking, 
Algorithms and Programming Concepts 
Written paper 1hr 30;  40% of the GCSE 
Component 3: Non Exam Assessment 
(NEA) Programming Task 20hr Controlled 
Assessment  20% of the GCSE

Career and Progression
The choices that learners can 

make post-16 will depend on their 
overall level of attainment and their 

performance in the qualification. 
Learners might consider progression 

to: 
A Levels as preparation for entry to 
higher education of degree courses 

in a range of subjects
Apprenticeship

Employment for work as an IT 
technician, IT consultant, computer 

engineer, software engineer, analyst, 
data modeller, systems administrator, 

network administrator, software 
applications developer, programmer 

Need further convincing? 
Here’s 6 compelling reasons to study for a Computer Science at GCSE: 

1.      The digital age needs computer scientists
2.      Computer scientists theorise, design, develop, and apply the software and hard-

ware for the programmes we use day in day out
3.      Computer science students have excellent graduate prospects

4.      Computer scientists earn big bucks
5.      Computer scientists are needed in every type of industry

6.      Internationally diverse working opportunities
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Coursework and Exam

GCSE fine art is largely 
coursework based with two 
practical sustained focus 
exams.

Component 1: 60% of overall 
grade - internally assessed and 
externally moderated
Component 2: 40% of overall 
grade - internally assessed and 
externally moderated

Key Knowledge and Skills

The GCSE fine art course is comprised 
of two components. 
Component 1 – personal portfolio
‘Surface’ Foundation skills: Drawing; 
painting; artist research and analysis; 
understanding of refinement (Year 9 
Autumn term – Spring term)
‘Collections’ Cabinets of curiosity: 
Drawing; painting; sculpture; 
ceramics; artist research, analysis 
and the development of original ideas 
with critical links (Year 9 Summer term 
– Year 10 Spring term)
‘Fragments’ – Drawing, painting, 
print-making, artist research, analysis 
and the development of original ideas 
with critical links (Year 10 Summer 
term – Year 11 Autumn term)
Component 2 - externally set
Theme of project is set by exam board 
in Jan of Year 11 - Students will work 
mainly with the media which they 
are most confident and comfortable 
with e.g. ceramics or painting and 
the project will be supported by a 
body of work comprised of drawings, 
experiments and analysis (Year 11 
Spring – Summer term)

Career and Progression

The creative industries of the UK 
were worth £101 billion in 2017.

A fine art GCSE will enable students 
to study art and design further at 

A-Level and this will then open the 
door to University study in a wide 
range of exciting degrees. These 

include: Illustration; Interior design; 
architecture; set design; fashion 
design; art history; animation; 
graphic design; games design; 

costume design and many more.

Fine Art 

Fine Art encourages creative 
and critical thinking skills 
and develops visual literacy. 
The discipline of drawing is 
at the foundation of other 
skills in art. It is used as a 
tool, by which students 
can analyse, record and 
translate the world around 
them. Students engage with 
artists of contemporary and 
historical significance, as well 
as culturally diverse contexts 
can be communicated.
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Business

Learn about the workings 
of businesses including 
marketing, finance, 
business planning, market 
research, the influence of 
social and political factors 
leading to the success of 
enterprises.  Participate 
in Young Enterprise 
challenges to create and 
run your own business part 
of a national competitions 
to make profit.

Key Knowledge and Skills

This qualification is aimed at everyone 
who wants to find out more about 
enterprise and entrepreneurship. You 
will learn about the ideas, mindsets 
and successes of enterprises and 
entrepreneurs.  You will research 
local businesses and entrepreneurs 
to investigate why businesses are 
successful including the impact of 
customer service, marketing, use of 
social media.  

You will learn about planning, finance, 
including cash flows, and how to take 
a product to market. You will develop 
an idea for a small enterprise of your 
own and plan how best to set it up 
and fund it. You will work with others 
in order to run a small enterprise, 
using your knowledge and building 
your entrepreneurial skills as part 
of the  Young Enterprise Company 
Programme and Young Enterprise 
Tenner Challenge, setting up and 
running their own business to make 
profit.

During the course you will also 
develop important skills that are useful 
in any industry, such as problem 
solving, decision making, innovation, 

Assessment  

75 % coursework and 25% 
exam

All coursework units are 
assessed internally 
There is one external set exam 
which are sat electronically in a 
computer room.

Career and Progression

We work closely with local 
colleges for transition to 
Business at Level 3 and 

A Level Business Business 
allows progression to 

further education, provides 
employable skills and 

opportunities in employment 
across all sectors.

“Business has really helped me to gain the confidence to think about 
applying for jobs and I feel like I can go to interviews now and get it 

right”

“I really enjoy Business. Studying this subject has given me a path to 
aim for because I now know how to set my own business up “

‘True art is characterised by an irresistible urge 
in the creative artist’ 

Albert Einstein
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Photography

Students will learn how to use 
a DSLR camera and become 
skilful with varying settings to 
increase the creative potential 
of their photographs. This will 
be combined with learning 
about both digital, manual and 
darkroom based manipulation 
of images.
Starting points will be theme 
based and encourage students 
to learn how to draw with light 
and reflect on their practice 
through written and verbal 
analysis of imagery and their 
own work.

Key Knowledge and Skills

The aim of the course is to create 
highly refined skills that reflect 
students’ personal connections 
to a theme and develop a body 
of work that shows this journey.
Four assessment objectives used 
for both portfolio and exam:
•AO1: Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of 
sources.
•AO2: Refine work by 
exploring ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques 
and processes. 
•AO3: Record ideas, 
observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work 
progresses.
•AO4: Present a personal 
and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of 
visual language.

Assessment     
Component 1:  60% of marks 
for portfolio that uses at least 
one of potential area of study. 
Internally assessed  and 
externally moderated.

Component 2: Externally set 
assignment.  40% of marks. 
Internally assessed and 
externally moderated.

Career and Progression                 
The photography  course 

provides a strong foundation 
for further study at AS and 

A-level as well as vocational 
pathways. To support this 

progression, the assessment 
objectives, structure and titles 

are very similar to those 
detailed in the AS and A-level 

Photography specification.

“Photography is a great course because of the creativity we are always 
using the computer to gain new skills” 

“Fun, cool, interesting, creative, funny, amazing”

Student Yr 11
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Engineering

The UK is regarded 
as a world leader in 
engineering, which 
covers a wide range 
of exciting and rapidly 
developing areas 
such as renewable 
energy, space, low 
carbon, aerospace, 
automotive, agri-food 
and bioscience. This 
course offers a fantastic 
opportunity for anyone 
considering a career 
in engineering or who 
are just fascinated by 
the man-made world 
around them. 

Key Knowledge and Skills

Unit 1 Exploring Engineering 
sectors and design applications. 
Unit 2 Investigating an 
engineering project. 
Unit 3 Responding to an 
engineering brief.

Students will: 

Understand engineering 
sectors, products and 
organisations, and how they 
interrelate
Explore engineering skills 
through the design process using 
2D and 3D CAD packages. 
Understand materials, 
components and processes for 
a given engineered product
Investigate a given engineered 
product using disassembly 
techniques
Plan the manufacture of and 
safely reproduce/inspect/test a 
given engineered component.

Assessment 

Each Unit is broken down into 
2-3 assignments as evidence of 
learning. There is no exam for this 
qualification but the assignments 
are completed under controlled 
measures and are undertaken 
independently of any additional 
support.
 

Career and Progression

People with engineering skills are 
always in demand. Between 2010 
and 2020, engineering companies 
are projected to have 2.74 million 

job openings.
Learners who generally achieve at 

Level 2 across their Key Stage 4 
learning might consider

progression to:
• A Levels as preparation for entry 

into higher education in a range of 
subjects.

‘You get the chance to be very creative and I find it very enjoyable 
because you can choose your designs and think of good ideas that we 

can develop as a group.’ – Student Year 9

‘It is a lesson I look forward to all week. Both practical and theory are 
great fun as you can be as creative as possible and it is always fun to 

work with the Laser Cutter and the 3D Printer.’ 
Student Year 10
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Drama

Drama is a subject that enables 

you to study key concepts in a 

practical environment. Drama 

involved you learning how 

performances are created. 

This involves you studying a 

wide range of playscripts and 

drama practitioners, as well 

as creating your own original 

performance pieces.

Key Knowledge and Skills
Learn about: 
• your skills as an actor through 

regular group work and live 
performance

• your improvisation skills 
through group work and 
devised pieces 

• your skills as a director 
by studying scripts and 
developing your appraisal 
skills

• your knowledge of set 
design, costume, lighting 
and sound 

Assessment

The course comprises of a 
mixture of practical and written 
coursework (60%) and exam 
(40%).

Career and Progression

BTEC Performing Arts, A Level 
Theatre Studies, university 

degrees in theatre and stage 
design or stage management 
degrees. Professional acting, 
directing, stage design, stage 

management, arts administra-
tion, education.

“Thinking is easy, acting is difficult, and to put one’s thoughts into action 
is the most difficult thing in the world.”

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Music

This is a great course for 
anybody who loves making 
music and wants to learn 
more about performing 
and composing. You 
will also learn about the 
development of different 
music genres and styles. 
Every week you’ll be 
creating music, listening to 
music and developing as a 
musician.

Key knowledge and Skills

You will learn: 

• To develop your skills and 

confidence as a performer 

• To have the knowledge and 

skills to express yourself 

musically in a diverse range of 

genres 

• You will develop your 

awareness of the different job 

roles within the music industry

• You will become skilled in the 

use of basic music technology 

tools

Coursework and Exam 

Unit 1 Exploring music products 
and Styles
Unit 2 Music Skills Development
Unit 3 Responding to a 
commercial music brief

Career and Progression

Level 3 BTEC courses A level 
music or music technology 

Level 4/5 performing diplomas, 
university degrees, conservatoire 
degrees. Performing, composing, 

recording, managing and 
teaching roles within the music 
industry will all be available to 

you.

“Music is great because I’ve experimented with new sounds and 
instruments and learned about different genres. I’ve used a range of 

music technology equipment including software on the Apple Macs and 
developed new skill sin both performing and music technology.”

Student Year 10
” I’ve really enjoyed the creative freedom in music.” Student Year 10
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“I LOVE CHILD DEVELOPMENT” it’s my favourite lesson, and I have 
learnt so much from this option. Yr 11 Student 

In my opinion Child Development is really great. For someone like me 
it’s really beneficial as my future career choice relies heavily on Child 
Development. But you need to be dedicated to the work load. It’s fun 

and I enjoy it loads, and yes, it is for both genders. Yr 11 Student

Key Knowledge and Skills

Unit 1 All students will learn 
the essential knowledge 
and understanding for child 
development, covering 
reproduction, parental 
responsibility, antenatal care, 
birth, postnatal checks, care, 
conditions for development, 
childhood illnesses and child 
safety. Unit 2 Students will gain 
knowledge of the equipment 
needs of babies and young 
children and an understanding 
of the factors to be considered 
when choosing appropriate 
equipment to meet all of these 
needs. Unit 3 Students will gain 
knowledge of, and skills in, 
developing activities to observe 
development norms in children 
up to the age of 5.

Child Development

This is an inspiring course 
for anyone interested 
in the development of 
children and the ways in 
which children learn, play 
and grow. Students are 
inspired, motivated and 
challenged by following a 
broad, coherent, satisfying 
and worthwhile course. 
This is a great opportunity 
for anyone considering 
a future career involving 
children. 

Assessment 

Two coursework units 
(60%) and one written 
exam (40%). 

Career and Progression

Child Development provides 
a strong base for progression 

to Further Education, 
whether it is on to our Level 
3 Cambridge Technical or A 

Levels, apprenticeship or work.
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Animal Care
The aim of Animal Studies 
is to offer a curriculum 
that is focused on Learning 
Outside The Classroom 
(LOTC) and giving students 
the opportunity to learn and 
develop skills unavailable in 
a traditional classroom.
• Develop confidence, 

self esteem, respect and 
responsibility as well as 
developing numeracy 
and literacy skills.

• Develop community links
• Develop links with 

other educational 
establishments 

• Offer opportunities 
for work experience 
so students can access 
professional courses later 
in their education

• Offer opportunities to 
develop skills in a soon to 
be expanding industry

Key Knowledge and Skills
• The course comprises 4 units 
• Animal health - Within this unit, 

students will be tested on their 
understanding of the essential 
signs of good and ill health in 
animals

• Animal handling - students will 
need to demonstrate that they 
understand safe handling and 
restraint techniques. 

• Animal welfare Within this 
unit, students need to show 
that they understand the 
different roles of animals and 
animal related organisations 
in society, understand animal 
welfare and legislation and 
understand the responsibilities 
involved in caring for animals.

• Animal housing and 
accommodation - Within this 
unit, students need to show 
they understand how to select 
animal accommodation, be 
able to prepare and maintain 
animal accommodation and 
also be able to clean out 
animal accommodation. 

Assessment
The course comprises 4 units
Animal Health - External set 
exam
Animal Handling - Internal 
written and practical assessment
Animal Welfare - Internal 
written assessment
Assessed Animal Housing - 
Internal written and practical 
assessment

Career and Progression 

Upon successful completion of 
this qualification, learners could 

progress onto further
study in a related area, for 
example, the BTEC Level 3 

Nationals in Animal
Management, or more broadly 
to other land-based or animal-
based subjects at Level 3, such 

as Veterinary Science and 
Nursing, Zoology or Game 

keeping.

I really enjoy the animal care course, it educates me on 
how to look after animals in the correct way. It teaches 

us how to handle them without harming them and 
also helps us understand how animals all have different 
needs. I find it helpful being around and caring for the 
animals as it keeps me calm and happy. I would like to 
continue at college with animal care to eventually to on 

to zoology.’
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Digital Technology

The new course is designed 
for our digital future with 
a practical approach to 
the wider aspects of ICT.  
The course is a practical 
introduction to life and work 
in the Digital Information 
Technology sector. This is a 
practical approach to wider 
ICT skills development 
using investigation, project 
planning and design skills.  
This sector is currently the 
fastest growing job market.

Key Knowledge and Skills

The main focus is on the:
·         Project Management.
·         Digital Marketing.
·         Social Media
·         Project planning
·         Cyber security
·         Creating user interfaces
·         Creating dashboards
·         Legal and ethical codes of 
conduct
·         Programming and Web 
Development
·         Digital Design
 
This course complements the 
learning in GCSE in Computer 
Science by broadening experience 
and skills participation in different 
type of performance activities 
with the opportunity to practically 
apply your knowledge and skills, 
through project work such as 
developing ideas and performing 
for specific audiences.

Assessment 

The course is made up of three 
components: two that are internally 
assessed and one that’s externally 
assessed.
Unit 1 : Exploring User Interface 
Design Principles and Project Planning 
Techniques  (30% coursework)
Unit 2: Collecting, Presenting and 
Interpreting Data (30% coursework)
Unit 3 Effective Digital Working 
Practices (40% exam)

Career and Progression

A Levels as preparation for entry 
to higher education in a range of 

subjects 
study of a vocational qualification at 

Level 3, such as a BTEC National in 
IT, which prepares learners to enter 

employment or apprenticeships, 
or to move on to higher education 
by studying a degree in the digital 

sector. 
study at Level 2 post-16 in a range 

of technical routes designed to 
lead to work, to progression to 

employment, to apprenticeships or 

Is this course for me?
The UK has positioned itself to be the ‘digital capital of Europe’ as it continues to 

invest billions every year in digital skills and commerce.
 

1.      Do you want to work in a sector that is a major source of employment in the UK, 
with 1.46 million people working in digital companies and around 45,000 digital jobs 

advertised at any one time?
2.      Be employable - almost all jobs in the UK today require employees to have a 

good level of digital literacy?
3.      Learn to work as part of a team – design, plan and implement systems for a 

specific audience?
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Music Technology

The new course is designed 
for our digital future with a 
practical approach to the wider 
aspects of ICT.  The course is a 
practical introduction to life and 
work in the Digital Information 
Technology sector. This is a 
practical approach to wider 
ICT skills development using 
investigation, project planning 
and design skills.  This sector 
is currently the fastest growing 
job market.

Key Knowledge and Skills
You will learn: 

• how to set up and use of a 

Digital Audio Workstation 

(DAW) 

• creating a musical project to 

a specified brief, using audio 

and MIDI editing tools 

• experimenting with musical 

elements in a chosen style 

• how to plan and undertake a 

studio recording session 

• mixing techniques to make a 

multi-track recording 

• sound creation

Assessment 

Unit 1 Using a Digital Audio 
Workstation
Unit 2 Creating Music
Unit 3 Sound Recording
Unit 4 Sound Creation
External exam.

Career and Progression

Level 3 BTEC courses A level 
music or music technology. 

Level 4/5 performing 
diplomas, university degrees, 

conservatoire degrees. 
Performing, composing, 

recording, managing and 
teaching roles within the music 

industry will all be available 
to you if you have the relevant 

experience and skills. 

“Music is great because I’ve experimented with new sounds and 
instruments and learned about different genres. I’ve used a range of 

music technology equipment including software on the Apple Macs and 
developed new skill sin both performing and music technology.”

Katie Glendenan

” I’ve really enjoyed the creative freedom in music.” Jess Tucker
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Health and Social Care 

This course gives you the 
opportunity to study how 
people grow and develop 
over the course of their lives, 
from infancy to old age, 
and the factors that may 
affect this, such as major 
life-changing events like 
marriage or parenthood. This 
is a superb opportunity for 
any student who wants to 
learn more about the role of 
doctors, nurses, midwives, 
counsellors and occupational 
therapists. 

Key Knowledge and Skills

You will learn how people 
adapt to these changes as 
well as the types of support 
available to help them. 
You will also learn about 
the different health and 
social care services, and 
about ‘care values’ and their 
importance in making sure 
that the people who use 
these services get the care 
they need. You will be able 
to demonstrate these care 
values practically. You will 
develop skills in interpreting 
data about someone’s state 
of health in order to design 
a plan that will allow them 
to improve their health and 
wellbeing. 

Assessment 

Unit 1 Human Lifespan 
Development
Unit 2 Health & Social Care 
Services and Values
Unit 3 Health & Wellbeing 
(exam)

Career and Progression

About 3 million people work in health 
and social care. Health care roles include 
doctors, pharmacists, nurses, midwives 
and healthcare assistants, while social 

care roles include care assistants, 
occupational therapists, counsellors and 
administrators. Together, they account 
for nearly one in ten of all paid jobs in 
the UK. Demand for both health and 
social care is likely to rise, so they will 

continue to play a key role in UK society 
and the demand for people to carry out 

these vital roles will increase.
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Travel and Tourism 

Students will explore some of the 
key areas within the tourism sector, 
including accommodation, tourism 
development and promotion, 
transport and visitor attractions. 
Students will investigate the 
importance of the travel and tourism 
sector to the UK, and investigate 
different types of customer and 
UK destinations. Students will also 
have the opportunity to study 
international travel and tourism. 
You will study the following three 
mandatory units, covering the 
knowledge and skills required to 
work in the industry: 
Unit 1 UK travel and tourism sector 
Unit 2 UK travel and tourism 
destinations 
Unit 3 The travel and tourism 
customer experience
And one further unit from two 
optional units, covering more specific 
aspects of the global travel and 
tourism sector. 
Unit 4 International travel and 
tourism destinations 
Unit 5 Factors affecting worldwide 
travel and tourism

Key Knowledge and Skills

The qualification provides an engaging 
and stimulating introduction to the 
world of travel and tourism giving 
you the opportunity to develop 
knowledge and technical skills in a 
practical learning environment. BTEC 
Travel and Tourism gives learners the 
opportunity to link education and the 
world of work in engaging, relevant 
and practical way. This subject gives 
you the opportunity to develop key 
workplace skills, such as research, 
report drafting and writing skills as 
well as project management. Students 
studying Travel and Tourism will need 
to be both independent enquirers 
and team workers. Students will need 
to be creative thinkers and reflective 
learner. Students will need effective 
time management to work towards 
challenging goals, showing initiative, 
commitment and perseverance. Good 
communication skills and confidence 
to talk to a variety of people already 
working within the travel and tourism 
industry is important on this course.

Assessment     
Assessment: External examination 
for 60 minutes on Unit 1 The UK 
Travel and Tourism Sector (25%). 
All other units are assessed 
internally through assignments 
in which students can get verbal 
feedback and improve upon with 
the support of their class teacher. 
Internally assessed assignments 
for 75% of course 

Career and Progression                 
Travel and Tourism provides 

students’ with the opportunity to 
develop their English and Maths 
skills as well as being excellent 

preparation for any career in the 
service industry and that involves 

dealing with people.

Tourism accounts for 25% of the Cornish economy generating over £1 billion. 
This course gives learners the opportunity to learn skills needed within this 

lucrative industry as well as being ideal preparation for future BTEC study. This 
course is also a great choice for those interested in travelling the world in the 

future
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Sociology

Sociology is the study of 
human society and social 
groups.  It aims to increase 
our understanding of the social 
world by looking at how social 
structures such as families, 
education, employment and the 
media have an effect on our 
individual behaviour.

Sociology shows us that society 
can be better understood by 
looking at social processes such 
as socialisation, culture and 
identity, and how these have 
an impact on social issues such 
as the gap between rich and 
poor or the rising crime rate.

Throughout the course you 
will be encouraged to reflect 
on your own experiences 
as human beings living in a 
complex world.

Key Knowledge and Skills
Students studying Sociology will follow the 
AQA course GCSE Sociology. The course 
covers the following six units of study:
The Sociological Approach
Here you will explore how sociological 
knowledge and ideas change over 
time and how these ideas inform our 
understanding of the social world. You will 
gain a working knowledge of feminism, 
functionalism, interactionism and Marxism.
Families
This will enable you to identify, describe 
and explain the functions of families. 
You will then apply your understanding 
of various sociological theories to these 
functions.
Education
You will describe the key ideas of Durkheim 
and Parsons on education, compare them 
to various sociological theories and apply 
it to modern education systems.
Crime
An opportunity to evaluate the social 
construction of concepts of crime and 
deviance and explanations of crime and 
deviance.
Stratification
A chance to debate different views of the 
functionalist theory of social stratification.
Methods
Students will be able to describe and 
explain the processes involved in research 
design including methods.

Assessment     
Assessment in Sociology from 
Summer 2019 is by 100% exam at 
the end of Year 11. Students will 
study two papers, each of which 
contributes 50% of marks towards 
the final grade awarded (1-9):
Paper 1: The Sociology of families 
and education (1 hour 45 minutes)
Paper 2: The Sociology of 
Crime and Deviance and Social 
Stratification (1 hour 45 minutes)

Career and Progression                 
Sociology helps you develop 

a wide range of skills that 
are applicable to all areas 

of employment and further 
study at college and university. 

A critical understanding of 
society can be helpful in many 

careers, including teaching, 
journalism, social work, 

health care, law, the police, 
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German 

GCSE German provides 
a fantastic opportunity 
for confident linguists to 
benefit from learning a 
second foreign language 
at Penrice Academy in 
addition to French or 
Spanish. Students will 
apply their existing 
language skills to learning 
an additional foreign 
language with a focus on 
natural and spontaneous, 
creative language use.

Key Knowledge and Skills

Over the course of the 
three years, you will 
thoroughly explore the 
5 key themes included in 
the GCSE exams- identity 
and culture; local area, 
holidays and travel; 
school; future aspirations, 
study and work; as well as 
international and global 
dimensions. 

All lessons will focus on 
developing your confidence 
in using the language for a 
wide range of purposes; 
incorporating the key skills 
that you will need when 
using German abroad; 
taking the GCSE and in 
preparing for further study 
at A-level. 

Assessment     

You will complete 4 GCSE 
exams, one for each of the 4 
key skills- listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. As with 
your other Language option, 
these will be equally weighted, 
assessing your spontaneous 
language use. 

Career and Progression                 
University courses in 

combination with law, business 
studies, management, politics, 

linguistics, sciences, humanities 
and music are all available.  

Careers in international law, 
the diplomatic service, air 

travel, retail, merchandising 
and buying, digital marketing, 

recruitment consultancy

Why study German?
German speakers are in high demand from British and European 

businesses and are able to command higher salaries! Being able to 
speak German maximises your later employment chances, as Germany 
has the largest economy in Europe and the fourth largest in the world.
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Film Studies

Film is visual storytelling.   GCSE Film 
Studies explores how key elements 
within film are used to help construct 
meaning and drive these stories.  
This will involve students closely 
analysing the cinematography, 
editing, sound and the mise-en-
scéne used in a variety of films from 
different genres, time periods and 
countries of origin.  The course will 
also require students to explore how 
films are influenced by the social, 
cultural, political, technological and 
institutional contexts of when and 
where the films were made.  Student’s 
production experience of film will also 
be enhanced by giving them creative 
opportunities within the coursework 
component of the course. 

Key Knowledge and Skills

Students will study and be examined 
on a range of different films from 
different genres and time periods.  
These include close analysis of:  a 
1950s ‘coming of age’ melodrama; 
the teen movies of the 1980s; a 
South African Science fiction film; a 
non-English Language film; modern 
American Independent Cinema and a 
modern UK film.  In addition to this, 
an extensive range of film clips will be 
used over the three-year duration of 
the course to ensure that students are 
being exposed to a range of different 
films.  

The main assessment objectives for 
GCSE Film Studies are:  

AO1 Demonstrate knowledge and 
understanding of elements of film 

AO2 Apply knowledge and 
understanding of elements of film, 
including to: 
∙ analyse and compare films 
∙ analyse and evaluate own work 
in relation to other professionally 
produced work 

AO3 Apply knowledge and 

Assessment     

Component One: Key Developments in 
American Film.  Written examination.  
35% of qualification.  
Component Two: Global Film: 
Narrative, Representation and Film 
Style.  Written examination.  35% of 
qualification.  
Component Three: Production 
coursework.  Produce a genre-based 
film extract and a written evaluation 

Career and Progression                 
There are options for further study 

of Film Studies when students finish 
their GCSEs, which can then lead 
to a range of career opportunities 
linked to both film and television.  

Some of these opportunities include: 
television broadcasting; film directing; 

being a location manager; a camera 
operator; working on film set 

design; being a television/film/video 
producer etc.  Studying Film Studies, 
and developing an appreciation of 
visual narrative and expression, can 
also steer students towards others 
careers, such as: advertising, sound 

design, digital animation and graphic 
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