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Year 8 Assembly - 9th &16th Jan

Option Booklet Online - 9th Jan

Go For It Careers Day - 10th Jan 

P Pop Option Evening - 9th Jan   

R Pop Option Evening - 11th Jan 

Taster Choices Deadline - 12th Jan  

Taster Lessons - 22nd - 26th Jan

Parents Evening - 24th Jan

Option Form Deadline - 8th Feb

Choosing the right options for GCSE study is very 
important, and we strongly advise that parents 
and students attend Options Evening and Parents 
Evening to discuss the choices available. 

Options Booklet and Forms will be online digital 
publications, the links to these will be emailled to 
all parents and students and will be available on 
the Penrice Academy website. Option forms will 
be submitted online. 

Options Evening is an opportunity to find out 
more about each of the Option and Core subjects 
and see examples of typical work produced in 
different subject areas. The evening will begin at 
5.00 pm with a short presentation in the main hall, 
followed by time to visit subject areas. 

Parents Evening is the opportunity for those 
with individual concerns or questions to discuss 
Option choices individually with subject teachers, 
bookings can be made via our online booking 
system from Friday 12th January 9.00am. 

GCSE CORE
All students will study GCSE Maths, English (both 
English Literature and English Language) and 
Combined Science (Double Award). Students in 
the higher sets will study three separate Sciences; 
Chemistry, Physics and Biology. 

All students will participate in Core PE lessons to 
enhance fitness and promote healthy lifestyles. 
In addition to Core PE students can opt to study a 
qualification in Sports and PE as an option subject. 

All students will also study CLASS (Culture, 
Lifestyle and Society Studies) as a non examined 
subject, which includes the compulsory Religious 
Studies curriculum. 

Students then have four Option Choices:

Progress Eight Option 
Students choose one Progress Eight Option to 
ensure they achieve their potential Progress Eight 
score. *All higher band students are recommended 
to choose the Language they have studied in Yr 7 
and 8 here. 
We recognise that for some students these subjects 
will be a real challenge, we have recommended 
that some students choose  Applied Geography to 
allow them to achieve their best.

EBacc Option
Students choose one.
*All higher band students are recommended to 
choose History or Geography here. All other 
students have the choice to either study another 
EBacc subject or a high value Level 2 equivalent 
qualification. 

Open  Two
Students choose two Open Options, these subjects 
will provide students with a GCSE or Level 2 
equivalent qualifications within the subject area, 
the exact qualification may change depending on 
course content and the DfE approved list. 
Higher band students may finish one of these 
courses in 2 years and have the opportunity to 
have additional time to complete the separate  
sciences or another qualification. 

We aim to give all students their first choice option 
subjects however this is not always possible. 
Some subjects will not run and others will be 
oversubscribed, so please ensure all reserve 
choices are carefully considered. 

It is very important to choose the right Option 
subjects first time, if however in September students 
realise they have made the wrong choice, they 
will have a two week ‘window’ to change, subject 
to availability and timetable constraints.

Languages - When choosing a language, students 
should pick the language they have studied in 
Year 7 and 8.

**Applied Geography has been recommended 
to some students to support them achieving a full 
GCSE in Geography.

***Animal Care has been recommended for 
some students, to provide a Level 1/2 qualification 
alongside developing confidence, self esteem and 
the ability to learn well across other areas of the 
curriculum. 

Online Option Forms will be available for 
completion from Friday 26th January  and must 
be completed by Thursday 8th February 9.00am. 
If you have any difficulty accessing or submitting 
the online forms, please contact our reception 
team who will be very happy to help. 

Completed option forms are only viewed after 
the final deadline, so there is no advantage in 
submitting forms early. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate 
to contact me directly. 

Miss Gambier 

Vice Principal
Penrice Academy
lgambier@penrice.org.uk

Progress 8 Measure
We have designed our curriculum and our Option 
choices to give all students a broad and balanced 
curriculum, and give them the best chance of 
success against the Progress 8 national bench 
mark measure. 

Progress 8 was introduced for all school in 2016. 
The measure is based on students’ progress 
across eight subjects: English; mathematics; three 
EBacc qualifications (sciences, computer science, 
geography, history and languages); and any 
three further subjects.

GCSE Maths is automatically double weighted 
and if both GCSE English Language and Literature 
are taken, English will also be double weighted. 
The final Progress 8 measure will be an average 
of the 8 best qualifications that students complete. 

EBAcc (English Baccalaureate) APS
From 2018 onwards the EBacc average points 
score (APS) will be calculated by allocating points 
to a students’s best GCSE grades in the EBacc 
subjects. These points will be totalled for each 
student, with a zero for any missing subjects, and 
then divided by 6 to create an APS per student.
The full EBacc curriculum is a rigorous and 
academic curriculum suited to our higher band 
students and will be used to calculate the EBacc 
APS across the following curriculum areas;

• Best grade in either English language or 
English literature

• Maths
• Science x2
• Best grade in either geography or history
• Best language grade

*We have written a letter of recommendation to 
all higher band students recommending the full 
EBacc curriculum so they achieve their potential 
against this new EBacc APS measure. 
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Topics / Skills Covered:

Students will be studying the 
New Specification for GCSE 
Maths which includes topics 
on:

• Number

• Algebra

• Ratio, Proportion and rates 

of change

• Geometry and measures

• Probability and statistics

Aims and Objectives:

The National Curriculum for 
mathematics aims to ensure that all 
students;
• become fluent in the 

fundamentals of mathematics, 
including varied and frequent 
practice with increasingly 
complex problems, so students 
have conceptual understanding 
and are able to recall and apply 
their knowledge rapidly and 
accurately 

• reason mathematically by 
following a line of enquiry, 
developing an argument, 
justification or proof using 
mathematical language

• can solve problems by applying 
their mathematics to a variety of 
routine and non-routine problems 
with increasing sophistication, 
including breaking down 
problems into a series of simpler 
steps and persevering in seeking 
solutions

Exam 

AQA GCSE Mathematics (8300)
Assessment of GCSE will be a linear 
Exam at the end of the course.
The exam consists of three papers
Paper 1: Non-Calculator, 1hr 30min
Paper 2: Calculator, 1 hr 30min
Paper 3: Calculator, 1 hr 30min

Students will sit either the Higher 
(grades 4 - 9) or Foundation (grades 
1 – 5) Paper.

Career and Progression

Accountancy, Architecture, 
Statistics, Logistics, Economist, 
Market Research, Medical   
Researcher, Meteorologist, 
Surveyor, Programmer, 
Systems Analyst, Engineering, 

Teacher, Financial Advisor.

	  

C O R E 
CURRICULUM 
E n g l i s h 
L a n g u a g e 

and 
English 

Literature 
English Language

• Explorations in creative 
reading and writing

• Writers’ viewpoints and 
perspectives

• Non exam assessment of 
Spoken Language

English Literature

Students will study the following 
texts:
• Shakespeare play
• 19th-century novel
• Modern Text
• Poetry (15) + unseen poetry
This specification supports 
students’ achievement in an 
untiered, closed book context 
through the use of extract-based 
questions in the assessment of 
the 19th-century novel and the 
Shakespeare plays.

English Language

This course will enable students 
to;
• read a wide range of texts 

considering writers’ craft
• craft their own writing
• use Standard English 

appropriately
• use grammar correctly, 

punctuate and spell 
accurately

• acquire and apply a wide 
vocabulary

• listen to and understand 
spoken language

English Literature

• explore what is suggested; 
reading between the lines 
(inference)

• develop skills in reading 
comprehension and reading 
critically

• evaluate writers’ choices of 
vocabulary, grammatical and 
structural features

• compare texts from different 
eras and contexts

• use accurate Standard 
English: accurate spelling, 

Exam 

Students will achieve two GCSEs; 
one in English Language and one in 
English Literature.
These qualifications are assessed 
through examination only. There are 
no written coursework components 
for either GCSE. 
There are 2 exams for Language, 
and 2 for Literature. 
All exams will be taken at the end of 
the course. 

Career and Progression
English skills are essential for any job or 

career.
Students can progress to study English, 
English Language or English Literature at 
A level. There are many different degree 

options linked to English.
Possible  careers linked to English: 
journalism; broadcasting; teaching; 
public relations; librarianship; 
administration;  law;  proof reading; 
publishing; editing;  writing;  medicine;  
broadcasting; television; university 

lecturing; and many more.

As a Year 11 I am thoroughly enjoying English; I’ve studied both English 
Language and Literature.

In English we cover things such as drama, poetry and Shakespeare which 
are all very interesting and fun subjects to be taught. English is a subject 

where there’s something involved for everyone! 
Yr 10 Student
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Topics Covered
Year 9: 
Human Rights – Social Justice, Slavery 
Past and Modern Day, Rights & Amnesty, 
Crime & Punishment and Capital 
Punishment 
Medical Ethics – Cloning and 3 parent 
babies
Dove Project - Media messages, Confront 
comparisons, Banish body talk and Be 
the change
Philosophy - What is the purpose of life?
Brook - Sexual Health and question 
forum 
CLEAR - CSE workshop (Child Sexual 
Exploitation)
Dis-respect – Teenage relationship 
abuse, Consent and Sharing of sexual 
images
YZUP – Drugs workshop 
Year 10:

Brook - Healthy behaviour, contraception 
and consent 
Act Now - Radicalisation and terrorism
Diversity in the UK - Culture, Immigration, 
Multi-Cultural Britain and Prejudice and 
Discrimination 
Eating Disorders - Anorexia, Bulimia and 
Coping strategies
Media - Women in Saudi Arabia, Cinema 
Controversy and Censorship, Muslim 
extremism in the Media and Islam in the 
Media.
CLEAR - Healthy relationships 
Planet Porn – Real life vs the fantasy 
world

CLASS (Culture, Lifestyle and 
Society Studies)
CLASS is a fusion of PSHE and RS-
related subjects, the study of which 
will help prepare you as students for 
a life beyond Penrice and for your 
active participation as members of 
local, national and international 
communities.

Issues and topics for discussion will 
pose moral and social dilemmas for 
you as students and young adults. 
The topics might be about
relationships, illegal substances, 
healthy lifestyles, self-esteem, the 
media and will frequently include 
religious attitudes to these issues.
Assessment
There is no external exam 
accreditation but progress is still 
assessed through pre-set internal 
projects.

The use of outside agencies 
and speakers is a key element 
of CLASS and will enable you 
to have input from  specialist 
practitioners in a variety  of 
fields.

Year 11
Brook - Sexual Health workshop
Mental Health - Issues surrounding 
mental health and illness, Raise 
awareness of mental illness and 
how others can help and Issues 
surrounding mental health and 
illness
Islam - Islam and the modern world  
Fantasy vs Reality - The impact 
and Influence of the media and 
pornography in an increasingly 
sexualised society
Student wellbeing - Plans, actions 
and strategies 
YZUP - Drugs workshop 

The use of outside agencies and speakers is a key element of CLASS and 
will enable you to have input from specialist practitioners in a variety of 

fields.
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Topics Covered

Biology: Cell biology, transport 
systems, health, disease and the 
development of medicines,
coordination and control, 
photosynthesis, ecosystems, 
inheritance, variation and evolution 
and the genome and gene  
expression.
Chemistry: Atomic structure and the 
periodic table; structure, bonding 
and properties of matter,
chemical changes, energy changes, 
the rate and extent of chemical 
change, organic chemistry,
chemical analysis, chemical and 
allied industries and earth and 
atmospheric science.
Physics: Energy, forces and 
motion, waves in matter, light and 
electromagnetic waves, electricity, 
magnetism and electromagnetism, 
particle model of matter and atomic 
structure.

Aims and Objectives

• GCSE Science provides the 
foundations for understanding 
the material world. Scientific 
understanding is changing our 
lives and is vital to the world’s 
prosperity, all students should be 
taught  essential aspects of the 
knowledge, methods, processes 
and uses of science. The course 
helps students appreciate the 
complex and diverse phenomena 
of the natural world.

• This is achieved by enabling 
students to:

• • Develop scientific knowledge 
and conceptual understanding of 
biology, chemistry and physics.

• • Develop scientific enquiry skills 
to help them answer scientific 
questions about the world around 
them.

• • Apply observational, practical, 
modelling and problem solving 
skills, both in the laboratory and

• in the field.
• • Develop the ability to critically 

evaluate scientific claims.

Exam 

All Science GCSE Courses 
are assessed through 100% 
terminal Exams. 

All exams will be taken at the 
end of Year 11 in chemistry, 
physics and biology. 

Career and Progression

Either combined or separate       
science enables students to        
progress onto single sciences 
at A-level or to further 
education courses in the core 

subjects. 
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Career and Progression 

Progression:  Cornwall College, 
St Austell, Callywith and Truro 
College offer an A Level French 
Course and many excellent 
universities offer degree courses 
in French on its own, or as a joint 
degree with another language 
and with a period of work/study 

abroad.

Topics Covered
Students will cover 5 topics:
• Identity and culture- Who am 

I?, 
• Daily life (including modern 

technologies); cultural life 
(celebrations and festivals in 
French speaking countries, 
local area, holiday and travel 
holidays, past and future, 
travel and accommodation, 
where I live.

• School- my school, French 
education, school trips and 
events

• Future aspirations, study and 
work-Using languages beyond 
the classroom, travel and 
future career aspirations

• International and global 
dimensions- bringing the world 
together (world sporting 
events, music, campaigns and 
good causes), Environmental 
concerns.

Aims and objectives

Listening - You will learn how to 
listen carefully for information 
and respond to what you hear, 
pretty important if you are in 
France.
Speaking - You will learn how 
to speak and communicate with 
confidence. You will be able 
to chat with your teacher in a 
natural way giving you the skills 
to more that “get by” in French.
Reading - You will learn how to 
read for detail, scan and skim 
for key information. You will be 
able to understand and respond 
to a text/ article/ blog/ e-mail.
Writing - you will be able to 
write in detail about a choice 
of different topics, enabling you 
to continue with a language at 
further education.

Controlled Assessment and  
Exams:
All four skills are equally 
weighted at 25%. Reading, 
listening and writing will all 
be examined at the end of the 
course in the exam period. 
Speaking will also be examined 
towards the end of the course, 
but this will take place in April. 
No dictionaries are allowed for 
any exam.
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Controlled Assessment and  
Exams:
All four skills are equally 
weighted at 25%. Reading, 
listening and writing will all 
be examined at the end of the 
course in the exam period. 
Speaking is also be examined 
towards the end of the course, 
but this will take place in April. 
No dictionaries are allowed for 

Topics Covered
Students will cover 5 topics:
• Identity and culture- Who 

am I?, daily life (including 
modern technologies), cultural 
life (celebrations and festivals 
in Spanish speaking countries)

• Local area, holiday and 
travel- Holidays, past 
and future, travel and 
accommodation, where I live.

• School- my school, Spanish 
education, school trips and 
events

• Future aspirations, study and 
work-Using languages beyond 
the classroom, travel and 
future career aspirations

• International and global 
dimensions- bringing the 
world together (world 
sporting events, music, 
campaigns and good causes), 
Environmental concerns.

Aims and objectives

Listening- You will learn how to 
listen carefully for information 
and respond to what you hear-
pretty important if you are in 
Spain.
Speaking – You will learn how 
to speak and communicate with 
confidence. You will be able 
to chat with your teacher in a 
natural way giving you the skills 
to more that “get by” in Spain.
Reading – You will learn how to 
read for detail, scan and skim 
for key information. You will be 
able to understand and respond 
to a text/ article/ blog/e-mail!
Writing- you will be able to 
write in detail about a choice 
of different topics- enabling you 
to continue with a language at 
further education.

Career and Progression

You can continue Spanish studies 
at, Callywith, Truro College and 
St Austell College as an A-Level. 
Alternatively you could continue 
your Spanish learning through the 
International Baccalaureate. Either 
of these routes can lead to continuing 
Spanish at university. Studying a 
language at degree level means a 
four year course, one year is spent 
living in the country. It’s the most 

amazing experience. 
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Topics / Skills Covered

There are four units studied in 
history.  Warfare through time, 
c1250–present and a study of 
a historic environment (London 
and the Second World War, 
1939–45).  Early Elizabethan 
England, 1558–88 examining 
the tumultuous reign of Elizabeth 
I.  The American West, c1835–
c1895 which studies the culture of 
the Plains Indians, and the conflict 
which slowly engulfed their way 
of living as white European settlers 
colonised the continent.  The 
USA, 1954–75: conflict at home 
and abroad consider the impact 
on America of the Vietnam War, 
closely scrutinising how America 
was forced to recognise the 
inequalities in its own society at a 
time when they were fighting for 
the rights of the South Vietnamese 
on the other side of the planet.  

Aims and Objectives

There are four key skills in history:

• Assesses your ability to recall the 
key features and characteristics 
of the periods studied.

• Looks at your ability to explain 
and analyse historical events and 
periods studied using historical 
concepts such as causation, 
consequence, similarity, 
difference, change, continuity 
and significance.

• Assesses your ability to analyse, 
evaluate and use primary 
sources 

• Appraises your ability to 
analyse, evaluate and make 
substantiated judgements 
about secondary sources or 
interpretations  (including how 
and why interpretations may 
differ) in the context of historical 
events studied.

Exam
There is no coursework for this 
qualification.

Three exam papers. 
Paper 1 (warfare) is worth 30%, 
paper 2 (Elizabeth and the American 
West) is worth 40%, and paper 3 
(The USA, 1954–75: conflict at home 
and abroad) is worth 30%.
You are also assessed for spelling, 
punctuation and grammar; so be 
prepared to import many skills from 

Career and Progression

A GCSE in history is a solid 
foundation for any occupation or 
route of study. GCSE History is 

highly regarded by professions and 
universities alike as it shows the 

students have the tools required to 
sort information effectively, argue 
persuasively, and to write clearly, 
succinctly and with relevance; skills 

critical to all careers. However, 
for law, journalism and politics it is 

almost obligatory. 

H
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Topics / Skills Covered

Unit 1: Living with the Physical 
Environment.
Section A: The challenge of natural 
hazards 
Section B: The Living World 
Section C: Physical landscapes in the 
UK
This unit looks at important physical 
changes in the world, and their impact 
on people. 

Unit 2 Challenges of the Human 
Environment    
Section A: Urban issues and challenges 
Section B: The changing economic 
world 
Section C: The challenge of resource 
management
This unit is very up to date looking at 
the challenges that face us on this ever 
changing planet. 

Unit 3: Geographical Applications 
    
 
You will undertake a physical and 
urban piece of fieldwork, one local 
and one in a nearby city. Making 
geographical decisions based on a 
current geographical issue. The focus 
will be on applying geographical 
skills whilst undertaking two pieces of 
fieldwork research.

Aims and Objectives 

This subject gives you the chance to 
develop as effective, independent 
learners with enquiring minds.
To develop your knowledge and 
understanding of geographical 
concepts and appreciate the 
relevance of these concepts to 
our changing world on a local, 
national and international scale. 
To appreciate the differences and 
similarities in people’s views of 
the world and its environments, 
societies and cultures.
To develop your responsibilities 
as global citizens and recognise 
how you can contribute to a future 
that is sustainable and inclusive. 
To develop and apply your 
learning to the real world through 
fieldwork, GIS, statistics and map 
work. To make decisions and 
justify them in relation to difficult 
global issues.

Exam 
There is no coursework for this 
qualification.

Unit 1, 2 will be assessed by 
written examinations, each of 1 
hour 30 minutes. Each paper is 
worth 35% of the total grade. 

Unit 3 Will be assessed by a 1 
hour written examination which is 
worth 30% of the final grade. 

Career and Progression 

Geography is an education for 
life. Colleges and employers 
value the board range of skills 
that geography delivers. A GCSE 
in Geography is an excellent 
preparation for many careers e.g. 
Geology, Engineering, Tourism, 
Business and Commerce, Nature 
Conservation, Civil Aviation, 
Astronaut &  Local Government.

Are you fascinated by the natural environment? Do you enjoy being out in the field 
studying landforms and researching the processes that have formed them? Are you a 

problem solver? 
Are you interested in where you live, how places are changing and who makes the 

decisions about the environment we live in? 
Do you enjoy map work and using software such as Google EarthTM? 

Are you fascinated by the world of opportunities out there? Would you like a career 
which combines a good job with plenty of opportunities to travel and explore new 

places at home and abroad? 
Then CHOOSE GEOGRAPHY!
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Topics / Skills Covered

Full of engaging and topical content, 
this  course is a stimulating blend 
of traditional and contemporary 
Geography which will suit students 
of all abilities. The study of Physical 
and Human Geography is delivered 
in discrete, self contained topic areas 
and is taught using an approach 
that combines the academic with the 
hands on practicality of field work.

Choosing Applied Geography will 
allow all students to achieve an 
academic qualification, whilst also 
developing their:
• Communication skills
• Graphical and cartographical skills
• Technological skills including ICT 
and GIS
• Interpersonal skills through debate 
and discussion
• Literacy and numeracy skills
• Problem-solving skills
• Entrepreneurial skills and 
awareness of career possibilities

Aims and Objectives
The aims and objectives of this 
course are clear - students will 
be supported in small classes 
and be given  This subject gives 
you the chance to develop as 
effective, independent learners 
with enquiring minds.
• To develop your knowledge 

and understanding of 
geographical concepts and 
appreciate the relevance of 
these concepts to our changing 
world on a local, national and 
international scale.

• To appreciate the differences 
and similarities in people’s 
views of the world and its 
environments, societies and 
cultures.

• To develop your responsibilities 
as global citizens and 
recognise how you can 
contribute to a future that is 
sustainable and inclusive

• To develop and apply your 
learning to the real world 
through fieldwork.

Controlled Assessment and 
Exam
Students will achieve a full 
GCSE in Geography

There is no controlled 
assessment or coursework.
 
Human Geography Exam 
1hr30
Physical Geography Exam 1hr 
30
Skills based Exam Paper 1hr

Career and Progression

Geography is an education 
for life and is excellent 
preparation for many 

careers including Geology, 
Engineering, Tourism, 

Business and Commerce, 
Nature Conservation, Civil 

Aviation, Aeronautics & Local 
Government.

 Applied Geography is a unique and engaging way in which 
to study Geography. A combination of small class sizes, a 

hands on approach to the subject and a supportive learning 
environment will allow students to achieve at the highest level.

EBacc
Alternative
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Topics / Skills Covered

This qualification shows learn-
ers how:
• to prepare self and 

environment for cooking
• food functions in the body 

and in recipes
• to modify recipes for health 

for balanced diets
• to assess a diet and make 

recommendations
• to plan and produce dishes 

for a purpose.

Aims and Objectives
The Food and Cookery course 
prepares you for a career in 
professional Cookery and Nutritional 
analysis as well as developing 
your core understanding of food 
preparation techniques and the key 
aspects of a balanced and healthy 
lifestyle. 
Through four complimentary briefs, 
you will develop a range of high 
level cooking skills, whilst researching 
and applying creative ways to adapt 
and improve recipes and menus. 
You will explore how to answer a 
brief and plan recipes and menus 
for a range of different diets. By 
investigating the factors that affect 
food choices, such as cost and 
environmental impact, you will also 
develop skills in preparing seasonal 
and local produce in creative yet cost 
effective ways. 

Coursework and Exam

Unit 1 Preparing to Cook
Unit 2 Understanding Food
Unit 4 Responding to a Brief

These projects are internally 
assessed coursework tasks. 

Unit 3 Exploring Balanced Diets 
(External Exam) 

Career and Progression

Level 2/3 Professional Cookery
Level 3 Certificate in Catering and 

Hospitality Provisions.
Level 3 Diploma in Hospitality 

Chef and Hospitality 
Apprenticeships

Head Chef
Restaurant Manager

Food Nutritionist
Pastry Chef

“Cornwall’s unique culture, spectacular landscape and mild climate make 
it a popular tourist destination. Surrounded by the Celtic Sea and English 
Channel, Cornwall has miles of beaches and cliffs. Millions of tourists visit 
Cornwall each year, mostly drawn from within the UK, making up around 

a quarter of the economy” 
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Coursework and Exam

Component 1:  60% of marks 
for portfolio that uses at least 
two of potential areas of 
study. Internally assessed  and 
externally moderated.

Component 2: Externally set 
assignment.  40% of marks. 
Internally assessed and 
externally moderated. 

Aims and Objectives
The aim of the course is to create 
highly refined skills that reflect 
students’ personal connections to 
a theme and develop a body of 
work that shows this journey.
Four assessment objectives used 
for both portfolio and exam:
•AO1: Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of sources.
•AO2: Refine work by exploring 
ideas, selecting and experimenting 
with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 
•AO3: Record ideas, observations 
and insights relevant to intentions 
as work progresses.
•AO4: Present a personal and 
meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language
project where students choose one 
or more titles.

Career and Progression
The art design  course provides 
a strong foundation for further 

study at AS and A-level as well as 
vocational pathways. To support 
this progression, the assessment 

objectives, structure and titles are 
very similar to those detailed in 

the AS and A-level art and design 
specification.

Topics / Skills Covered

Art and Design is a fantastically 
broad experience which encourages 
students to develop their own personal 
style in their own choice of media.

Students will  learn  to  use a  range of 
different Art techniques and processes 
in an expressive and experimental 
way.   They will improve all practical 
skills and use drawing extensively to 
explore their ideas.

Students will reflect on their own and 
others work and learn how to analyse 
in depth.
They will  learn to use materials in a 
skilful way that develops and extends 
their own personal ideas and style. 
They will choose from the following 
areas:
Fine Art
Graphic Communication 
Textile Design
Three-Dimensional Design 
Photography

	  

“I have really enjoyed my Art GCSE so far, I am 
predicted an A grade and I would like to continue 
Art ad Design at A level. The piece I am most proud 
of is my large Self image painting that was exhibited 
at Falmouth University. I am looking forward to 
taking this piece home once it has been marked.”

Year 11 Student
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Topics / Skills Covered

The sports qualification offered will be 
a level 2 course. The specific course 
will be selected by staff to best meet 
the student’s needs. Prior attainment 
in KS3 will help support this decision. 
Please find below an overview which 
explains the course content.
All PE courses require a similar 
range of skills to be demonstrated. 
Courses are now tipped towards 
being predominantly theory based 
with students needing to demonstrate 
their learnt knowledge in practical 
situations. This is different from 
courses in the past which has 
required students to be assessed on 
their practical sporting ability.  
Students need to have good literacy 
skills and should feel confident when 
performing in an exam situation as 
all courses contain an externally 
assessed exam. Furthermore 
students need to have pride with 
their presentation when producing 
coursework.

Aims and Objectives
Students will be introduced to the 
principles of health and fitness. They 
will understand the main components 
of fitness and the principles of training, 
including:

• The benefits and the effects of 
exercise on the body’s system. 

• How food and physical activity 
can contribute to a healthy 
lifestyle. 

• The importance of diet and 
nutrition plus how motivation 
affects participation in physical 
activity

• Factors that affect a health and 
fitness plan

• Prepare and plan a health and 
fitness plan to improve their 
exercise and diet

• Evaluate a health and fitness 
plan.

• Skills in carrying out fitness tests. 
The importance of preparation 
and appropriate warm-up and 
cool downs. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of a 
health and fitness programme.

Coursework and Exam

L2 qualification in Sport, exact 
qualification will be selected to 
match students needs.

Courses are predominantly 
theory based, and all contain an 
examined unit.

75% coursework based & 25% 
external exam

Career and Progression

Students who complete a 
qualification in sport could 
progress onto further Level 

3 qualifications and A levels, 
such as: • A level in Physical 

Education • Diploma in 
Exercise, Health and Fitness 

Studies.

 If you’re enjoying watching the 
2016 Olympics and are impressed 
with Team GB’s medal haul, you 
might be thinking that a career in 

sport could be for you.
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Topics / Skills Covered

Pre-production skills. 
• Understand the purpose and 

content of pre-production
• Be able to plan pre-production
• Be able to produce pre-production 

documents
• Be able to review pre-production 

documents
Creating digital graphics. 
Understand the purpose and 
properties of digital graphics
• Be able to plan the creation of a 

digital graphic
• Be able to create a digital graphic
• Be able to review a digital graphic
Creating interactive multimedia 
products. 
Understand the uses and properties 
of interactive multimedia products
• Be able to plan interactive 

multimedia products
• Be able to create interactive 

multimedia products
• Be able to review interactive 

multimedia products 

Designing a computer game concept.
Understand digital game types and 
platforms
• Be able to plan a digital game 

concept
• Be able to design a digital game 

proposal
• Be able to review a digital game 

proposal
Aims and Objectives
This qualification will assess the 
application of creative media skills 
through their practical use.
It will provide learners with essential 
knowledge, transferable skills and 
tools to improve their learning 
in other subjects with the aims of 
enhancing their employability when 
they leave education, contributing 
to their personal development 
and future economic well-being. 
The qualifications will encourage 
independence, creativity and 
awareness of the digital media sector.

Coursework and Exam 

75 % coursework and 25% 
exam
All coursework units are 
assessed internally There is one 
external written exam.

Career and Progression

This course provides a strong 
foundation for further study 
and allows progression to 
further education, provides 

employable skills and 
opportunities in employment 

across many sectors.

• One in 11 jobs are now in the creative economy, 8% of these in 
the South West and 18% are in the South East, which includes Oxford, 

Thames valley and Solent.
• More television is made in the South West than anywhere else in 
the country and Bristol has about a quarter of the UK’s animation pro-
duction industry. Aardman (who make Wallace and Gromit) is based 

there but many other animation and special effects and post-production 
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Topics / Skills Covered

Computer Science will build on 
the knowledge, understanding 
and skills established through the 
elements of Year 7/8 study. 
• Component 01: Computer 

Systems
Exam focused on computer 
systems covering the physical 
elements of computer science and 
the associated theory. 
• Component 02: Computational 
Thinking, Algorithms and 
Programming focused on the 
core theory of computer science 
and the application of computer 
science principles.
• Component 03: Programming
Project (non-exam assessment) 
Students will be challenged by a 
range of exciting and engaging 
tasks to apply the knowledge and 
skills they have learned.

Aims and Objectives

This will encourage learners to: 
• Understand and apply the 

fundamental principles; 
abstraction, decomposition, 
logic, algorithms, and data 
representation 

• Analyse problems in 
computational terms 
including designing, writing 
and debugging programs 

• Think creatively, 
innovatively, analytically, 
logically and critically 

• Understand the 
components that make up 
digital systems

• Understand the impact 
of digital technology to 
individuals and wider

• Apply mathematical skills 
relevant to Computer 
Science

Controlled Assessment and 
Exam
Component 1: 
• Written paper 1hr 30
• 40% of the GCSE
Component 2: 
• Written paper 1hr 30
• 40% of the GCSE
Component 3: 
• 20hr Controlled Assessment
• 20% of the GCSE

Career and Progression
A computing qualification is 
a good basis for work as an 
IT technician, IT consultant, 

computer engineer, software
engineer, analyst, 

data modeller, systems 
administrator, network 
administrator, software 
applications developer, 

programmer and
development.

 According to Ben Broughton, director of Premier Group Recruitment, 
junior developers starting their first jobs after university typically earn 
£24,000 to £26,000 in London, and £21,000 to £23,000 in the south-
ern England, Midlands or Manchester areas. For infrastructure support 
jobs such as those working with desktops or networks, typical first jobs 
for graduates pay around £22,000 to £24,000 in London (approxi-
mately 10% higher if the job is in the finance sector), and £19,000 to 

£21,000 in southern England, the Midlands and Manchester.
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Coursework and Exam

Component 1:  60% of marks for 
portfolio. Internally assessed  
and externally moderated.

Component 2: Externally set 
assignment.  40% of marks. 
Internally assessed and 
externally moderated.

Aims and Objectives
Graphic communication course 
will allow students to design 
primarily visual material to convey 
information, ideas, meaning and 
emotions in response to a given 
or self-defined brief. This will be 
covered through learning about 
materials and media both digital 
and hand drawn.
Four assessment objectives used 
for both portfolio and exam:
•AO1: Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of sources.
•AO2: Refine work by exploring 
ideas, selecting and experimenting 
with appropriate media, materials, 
techniques and processes. 
•AO3: Record ideas, observations 
and insights relevant to intentions 
as work progresses.
•AO4: Present a personal and 
meaningful response that realises 
intentions and demonstrates 
understanding of visual language.

Career and Progression
The graphic communication 

course provides a strong 
foundation for further study 
at AS and A-level as well as 

vocational pathways. To support 
this progression, the assessment 
objectives, structure and titles 

are very similar to those detailed 
in the AS and A-level Art and 

Design specification.

Topics / Skills Covered
In portfolio and external assignment  
students are required to work in 
one or more area(s) of graphic 
communication, such as those listed 
below:
• communication graphics
• design for print
• advertising and branding
• illustration
• package design
• typography
• signage

They may explore overlapping areas 
and combinations of areas.

Students must develop and apply 
the knowledge, understanding and 
skills to realise personal intentions 
relevant to graphic communication 
and their selected area(s) of study. 
They will gain knowledge about the 
way sources inspire the development 
of ideas relevant to graphic 
communication and the ways in 
which meanings, ideas and intentions 
relevant to graphic communication. 
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Topics / Skills Covered

The business environment and 
developing your own business 
idea:
• Creating a business plan
• Local and national factors
• Trends
• Presenting a business model
Finance and accountancy
• Calculating costs and profit
• Break even and budgets
• Profit and loss and balance 

sheets
Branding and promotion
• The marketing mix
• The promotional mix
• Creating your own brand
Customer service
• Customer service roles
• The importance of meeting 

customer needs
• Legal requirements and 

regulations

Aims and Objectives
• Factors and trends of the 

business environment
• How to plan an idea for a 

business
• How to calculate costs and 

profit in a business
• How businesses use finance to 

plan for success
• The use of branding and the 

promotional mix
• How to develop and promote 

a brand
• How businesses provide 

customer service
• How to apply customer 

service skills learned

Students will also have the 
opportunity to participate in Young 
Enterprise, creating and running 
their own business for a year as 
part of a national competitions.

Coursework and Exam 

75 % coursework and 25% 
exam

All coursework units are 
assessed internally 
There is one external set exam 
which are sat electronically in a 
computer room.

Career and Progression

We work closely with local 
colleges for transition to 
Business at Level 3 and A 

Level Business
Business allows progression 

to further education, provides 
employable skills and 

opportunities in employment 
across all sectors.

“Business has really helped me to gain the confidence to think about 
applying for jobs and I feel like I can go to interviews now and get it 

right”

“I really enjoy Business. Studying this subject has given me a path to 
aim for because I now know how to set my own business up “
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Topics / Skills Covered 

Students will learn how to use 
a DSLR camera and become 
skilful with varying settings to 
increase the creative potential 
of their photographs. This will 
be combined with learning 
about both digital, manual and 
darkroom based manipulation 
of images.
Starting points will be theme 
based and encourage students 
to learn how to draw with light 
and reflect on their practice 
through written and verbal 
analysis of imagery and their 
own work.

Aims and Objectives

The aim of the course is to create 
highly refined skills that reflect 
students’ personal connections 
to a theme and develop a body 
of work that shows this journey.
Four assessment objectives used 
for both portfolio and exam:
•AO1: Develop ideas through 
investigations, demonstrating 
critical understanding of 
sources.
•AO2: Refine work by 
exploring ideas, selecting and 
experimenting with appropriate 
media, materials, techniques 
and processes. 
•AO3: Record ideas, 
observations and insights 
relevant to intentions as work 
progresses.
•AO4: Present a personal 
and meaningful response 
that realises intentions and 
demonstrates understanding of 
visual language.

Coursework and Exam         
Component 1:  60% of marks 
for portfolio that uses at least 
one of potential area of study. 
Internally assessed  and 
externally moderated.

Component 2: Externally set 
assignment.  40% of marks. 
Internally assessed and 
externally moderated.

Career and Progression                 
The photography  course 

provides a strong foundation 
for further study at AS and 

A-level as well as vocational 
pathways. To support this 

progression, the assessment 
objectives, structure and titles 

are very similar to those 
detailed in the AS and A-level 

Photography specification.

“Photography is a great course because of the creativity we are always 
using the computer to gain new skills” 

“Fun, cool, interesting, creative, funny, amazing”

Student Yr 11
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Topics / Skills Covered

Design and Technology looks at 
understanding and applying iterative 
design processes, using design 
research and development alongside 
user driven problems and feedback. 
Students will use their creativity and 
imagination to design and make 
prototypes that solve real and relevant 
problems, considering their own and 
others’ needs, wants and values.

This new qualification is modern and 
relevant, so students can learn about 
contemporary technologies, materials 
and processes, as well as established 
practices which will prepare them 
to participate confidently and 
successfully in an increasingly 
technological world.

Students will gain awareness and 
learn from wider influences on Design 
and Technology including historical, 
social, cultural, environmental and 
economic factors as well as get the 
opportunity to work creatively when 
designing and making and apply 
technical and practical expertise.  

Aims and Objectives

Unit 1 This will be a selection 
from ‘Timber & Board’ or 
‘Plastics & Polymers’. It is 
assessed using the practical 
application of Core skills, 
specialist knowledge and 
designing & making principles.

Students will be expected 
to create a final prototype 
product and a supporting 20 
page portfolio that clearly 
demonstrate investigating, 
designing, making and 
analysing/evaluating.

The Exam will require 
knowledge and understanding 
of 
• Core technical principles 
• Specialist technical 

principles
• Designing and making 

principles

Coursework and Exam

Unit 1 is not examined and will be  
started in June of Year 10 and will 
be completed by January of Year 
11 and is worth 50% of the final 
GCSE grade.

Unit 2 External Exam
Students will sit a 2 hour externally 
assessed paper that tests knowledge 
of 3 areas.

Career and Progression

A-Level (AS) Product Design
City & Guilds Level 2 Bench Joinery
City & Guilds Level 2 Site Carpentry

HNC Construction & the Build 
Environment

Level 3 Diploma in Construction
BA Hons Sustainable Product 

Design
BA Hons Architecture

Falmouth University Boat Building

‘You get the chance to be very creative and I find it very enjoyable 
because you can choose your designs and think of good ideas that we 

can develop as a group.’ – Student Year 9

‘It is a lesson I look forward to all week. Both practical and theory are 
great fun as you can be as creative as possible and it is always fun to 

work with the Laser Cutter and the 3D Printer.’ 
Student Year 10



O p e n 
 
 

D
ra

m
a

	  

Topics / Skills Covered

• Acting skills.
• Directing skills.
• Devised and scripted 

drama.
• Appraising live theatre.
• Studying a script.

Aims and Objectives

• To develop your skills as 
an actor through regular 
group work and live 
performance.

• To develop your 
improvisation skills through 
group work and devised 
pieces. 

• To develop your skills as 
a director by studying 
scripts and developing your 
appraisal skills. 

• To develop your knowledge 
of set design, costume, 
lighting and sound. 

Coursework and Exam 

The course comprises of a 
mixture of coursework (60%) 
and written examination (40%) 

Career and Progression

BTEC Performing Arts, A Level 
Theatre Studies, university 

degrees in theatre and stage 
design or stage management 

degrees.
Professional acting, directing, 
stage design, stage manage-

ment, arts administration, 
education.

“Thinking is easy, acting is difficult, and to put one’s thoughts into action 
is the most difficult thing in the world.”

Johann Wolfgang von Goethe
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Topics / Skills Covered

• Performing with an 
instrument of your choice 
and/or voice

• Composing music for 
yourself and your friends to 
perform 

• Organising a concert
• Using music sequencing and 

music notation software to 
produce music

• Using microphones and live 
sound equipment

• Understanding the music 
industry and the job 
opportunities within it

Aims and Objectives
• To develop your knowledge, 

understanding and skills 
To develop your skills and 
confidence as a performer

• To give you the confidence to 
express yourself musically in a 
diverse range of genres

• To develop your awareness of 
the different job roles within 
the music industry

Additional GCSE Music

There will be an opportunity for 

students to also study GCSE music 

as an additional qualification. Entry 

requirements by start of Year 11 will 

be:

• Grade 5 performing

• Grade 3 Theory (equiv.) 

Coursework and Exam 

BTEC Level 2 First Award in 
Music

3 x coursework units 75%
1 x 1 hour written exam 25%

Career and Progression

Level 3 BTEC courses
A level music or music  

technology
Level 4/5 performing 

diplomas, university degrees, 
conservatoire degrees

Performing, composing, 
recording, managing and  

teaching roles within the music 
industry.

“Music is great because I’ve experimented with new sounds and 
instruments and learned about different genres. I’ve used a range of 

music technology equipment including software on the Apple Macs and 
developed new skill sin both performing and music technology.”

Katie Glendenan

” I’ve really enjoyed the creative freedom in music.” Jess Tucker
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“I LOVE CHILD DEVELOPMENT” it’s my favourite lesson, and I have 
learnt so much from this option. Yr 11 Student 

In my opinion Child Development is really great. For someone like me 
it’s really beneficial as my future career choice relies heavily on Child 
Development. But you need to be dedicated to the work load. It’s fun 

and I enjoy it loads, and yes, it is for both genders. Yr 11 Student

Aims and Objectives

Students are inspired , moved and 
challenged by following a broad, 
coherent, satisfying and worthwhile 
course. Where they will learn to make 
informed decisions about further 
learning opportunities and career 
choices. The aims and objectives of 
the course will cover.
• Human needs within a diverse 

society. Relevant technological 
and scientific developments

• Critical and analytical approach 
to decision making and problem- 
solving in relation to the specified 
context.

• Examine issues that affect the 
quality of human life including an 
appreciation  of diversity

• Understand the patterns of a 
child’s development and how 
this is supported in early years 
settings

• The promotion of a child’s 
development through structured 
play

Topics / Skills Covered
Unit 1 All students will learn 
the essential knowledge and 
understanding for child development, 
covering reproduction, parental 
responsibility, antenatal care, birth, 
postnatal checks, care, conditions for 
development, childhood illnesses and 
child safety. 

Unit 2 Students will gain knowledge 
of the equipment needs of babies 
and young children and an 
understanding of the factors to 
be considered when choosing 
appropriate equipment to meet all of 
these needs. 

Unit 3 Students will gain knowledge 
of, and skills in, developing activities 
to observe development norms in 
children up to the age of 5

Coursework and Exam 

Two centre assessed units 

Practical task based assessment 
opportunities
One final exam

Career and Progression

Child Development provides 
a strong base for progression 

to Further Education, 
whether it is on to our Level 
3 Cambridge Technical or A 

Levels, apprenticeship or work.
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Topics / Skills Covered 
The course comprises 4 units 
Animal health  -Within this unit, 
students will be tested on their 
understanding of the essential 
signs of good and ill health in 
animals. 
Animal handling - Within this unit, 
students will need to demonstrate 
that they understand safe 
handling and restraint techniques.
Animal welfare Within this unit, 
students need to show that 
they understand the different 
roles of animals and animal-
related organisations in society, 
understand animal welfare and 
legislation and understand the 
responsibilities involved in caring 
for animals. 
Animal housing and 
accommodation - Within this 
unit, students need to show 
they understand how to select 
animal accommodation, be 
able to prepare and maintain 
animal accommodation and 
also be able to clean out animal 
accommodation. 

Aims and Objectives 
The aim of Animal Studies is to 
offer a curriculum that is focused 
on  Learning Outside The 
Classroom (LOTC) and giving 
students the opportunity to learn 
and develop skills unavailable in a 
traditional classroom.

Objectives
• Develop confidence, self-

esteem, respect and 
responsibility as well as 
developing numeracy and 
literacy skills.

• Develop community links 
• Develop links with other 

educational establishments 
• Offer opportunities for work 

experience so students can 
access professional courses 
later in their education

• Offer opportunities to develop 
skills in a soon to be expanding 
industry 

Coursework and Exam 

The course comprises 4 units 
Animal Health  - Externally Set 
Exam
Animal Handling - Internally 
Assessed
Animal Welfare - Internally 
Assessed
Animal Housing - Practically 
Assessed

Career and Progression 

Upon successful completion of 
this qualification, learners could 

progress onto further
study in a related area, for 
example, the BTEC Level 3 

Nationals in Animal
Management, or more broadly 
to other land-based or animal-
based subjects at Level 3, such 

as Veterinary Science and 
Nursing, Zoology or Game 

keeping.
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Topics / Skills Covered

• Project planning.
• User interfaces.
• Creating dashboards.
• How to interpret data.
• Cyber security.
• Virtual teams.
• Legal & ethical codes of 

conduct.
• Virtual workplaces.

Aims and Objectives
The course gives learners the 
opportunity to develop sector-
specific knowledge and skills in 
a practical learning environment 
including the: 
• Development of key skills 
that prove learners aptitude in 
digital information technology 
such as project planning, 
designing and creating user 
interfaces, and creating 
dashboards to present and 
interpret data 
• Processes that underpin 
effective ways of working, 
such as project planning, the 
iterative design process, cyber 
security, virtual teams and legal 
and ethical codes of conduct 
• Knowledge that 
underpins effective use of skills, 
process and attitudes in the 
sector such as how different user 
interfaces meet user needs, how 
organisations collect and use 
data to make decisions, virtual 
workplaces, cyber security and 
legal and ethical issues.

Coursework and Exam 

60 % coursework and 40% 
exam
All coursework units are 
assessed internally, there is one 
external exam.

Career and Progression

Learners who generally achieve 
at Level 2 across their Key 

Stage 4 learning might consider 
progression to:

•A Levels as preparation for 
entry to higher education in a 

range of subjects 
•Study of a vocational 

qualification at Level 3, such as 
a BTEC National in IT, which 
prepares learners to enter 

employment or apprenticeships, 
or to move on to higher 

education by studying a degree 
in the Digital sector.

An annual analysis of how technology companies are performing claims the UK is the 
“digital capital of Europe” and that the contribution to the economy for tech workers is 

£103,000 per year.
The report, produced by Tech City UK, says the tech workers’ gross added-value is 

more than double that of the £50,000 contribution from those not working in technol-
ogy. Painting a positive picture, the report also says those working in tech are paid 
more than those who do not, and that tech investment in the UK is higher than any-

where else in Europe.
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