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Penrice Academy strives to:  

● Develop literacy skills in pupils so that they can access a range of texts and understand 

how to interact effectively in both written and verbal communication  

● Promote ways in which all subjects can make a specific contribution to developing 

pupils’ language through the teaching of subject-specific vocabulary and patterns of 

language 

● Ensure that all pupils recognise the importance of literacy as a tool for personal 

identification, expression and inclusion in society 

● Nurture a love of literacy as part of pupils’ life-long learning journey 

 

Literacy is our first priority 

● The teaching of literacy is not considered to be a separate discipline but rather, an 

essential part of all teaching and learning. We know that students have to be confident 

readers, writers and speakers in order to access the curriculum and as such, we place 

it at the centre of all we do. 

 

We provide opportunities for reading 

● All staff provide a range of reading materials as part of their lessons 

● All teachers challenge students using the reading strands: reading for meaning, 

information retrieval, analysis and reading for pleasure 

● Differentiated reading materials are provided to challenge all students and ensure 

active engagement with learning at all times. 

● Our year 9 and 10 students with the lowest reading ages are supported through a tutor 

time intervention programme. 

● All students read for 20 minutes in tutor periods twice a week 

 

We provide opportunities for writing 

● We plan our lessons to include extended writing activities that cover a range of styles. 

We know that in order to be successful given the demands of the new GCSE 

curriculum, our students need to have the opportunity to regularly present their work in 

a variety of written styles 

 

We provide opportunities for speaking 

● We recognise that focused discussion can support students in their writing. Our 

lessons promote ‘talk for writing’ and also opportunities for students to formally present 

their work in order to develop accurate use of standard English 

 

Our leadership team champions literacy 

● Literacy is a key focus for our senior and middle leaders. All of our learning walks have 

a literacy strand, ensuring that it remains an integral part of all teaching. 



● Literacy is an integral part of our ‘Raising attainment’ drive and forms a central part of 

our MAble and PP initiatives 

● We have a Literacy Co-ordinator who drives the delivery of literacy across the 

curriculum 

 

We dedicate time and skilled staff to developing students’ literacy 

● Three tutor groups each week are dedicated to independent reading. Tutors encourage 

students to read and support them in completing Accelerated Reader tests. 

● Targeted students are part of the Read, Write Inc programme and we have intervention 

specialists who support students with their literacy alongside English lessons 

● We work with parents to ensure that all students read independently for at least 20 

minutes a day. 

 

We ensure that literacy feedback is central to our marking 

● All teachers follow the academy marking policy. When marking, all teachers identify 

SPaG errors and provide ‘Over to You’ time where students can correct their mistakes 

in order to learn from them. 

 

We involve parents in the development of their child’s literacy 

● We work with parents to ensure that all students read independently for at least 20 

minutes a day. 

● We contact parents to make them aware of how they can support their child with their 

literacy. A support document is available on the academy website which provides 

suggestions as to how they can further support their child outside of the classroom 

 

We all contribute to a reading culture 

● We recognise that reading unpins all strands of literacy. Students who read widely and 

regularly will be more successful writers. The academy is dedicated to supporting our 

students develop a love of reading and our staff model this through conversations and 

sharing their own reading with students 

 

We systematically monitor and support students’ literacy 

● All staff have access to and know the reading ages of their students/tutees 

● All staff use reading age information to inform planning 

● All staff use ‘Accelerated Reader’ reports to help support students and develop their 

literacy. 

 

 

 


