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Context: 
In your exam you must show an 
understanding of the context and how it 
influences Dickens. 

 research the Victorian beliefs 
surrounding the supernatural to 
understand Scrooge's rapid 
character change 

 research Malthus's theory of 
population to understand why 
Dickens wrote A Christmas Carol 

 research The Poor Laws and the 
workhouses to truly understand the 
significance of Scrooge's statement 
to the two gentlemen 

 explore Dickens' portrayal of avarice 
as corollary to fear 

 

Literary references: 
Throughout the novel Dickens makes many 
literary references.  Make sure you 
understand them and why Dickens has 
alluded to them. 

 Hamlet 

 the story of St Dunstan referenced 
in Stave One 

 The Arabian Nights 

 Robinson Crusoe 

 Biblical references 
 

 

  

Further reading: 
https://www.oxford-royale.co.uk/articles/dickens-christmas-carol-lessons.html  
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/poorlaw.html  
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/xmas/pva63.html  
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-a-christmas-carol 
The British Library has some fantastic articles which can be used in independent study. 

Use critical articles of the text – a collection will be uploaded and shared on Google Drive by Ms Sigrist. 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL REVISION ACTIVITIES 

Structure: 
As you read the novel, think about the importance of the 
structure. 
Examine the following: 

 The title and its connotations 
 The inclusion of a preface 
 The foreshadowing using ghost conventions in 

stave one before the appearance of Marley's 
ghost 

 The order of the ghosts and what they represent 
 Repetition of ideas  
 The ending and its importance 
 The story as an allegory 
 Booker’s Seven Basic Plots and how it links to A 

Christmas Carol 

 

These activities are designed to be completed as you reread A Christmas Carol; 

they will help develop your critical understanding of the novella. 

https://www.oxford-royale.co.uk/articles/dickens-christmas-carol-lessons.html
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/poorlaw.html
http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/xmas/pva63.html
https://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-victorians/articles/the-origins-of-a-christmas-carol


Christmas Carol Exam Question: 

Read the extract below and answer the question that follows. 

In this extract Fred, Scrooge’s nephew, visits Scrooge at work on Christmas Eve. 

The door of Scrooge’s counting-house was open that he might keep his eye upon his 
clerk, who in a dismal little cell beyond, a sort of tank, was copying letters. Scrooge 
had a very small fire, but the clerk’s fire was so very much smaller that it looked like 
one coal. But he couldn’t replenish it, for Scrooge kept the coal-box in his own room; 
and so surely as the clerk came in with the shovel, the master predicted that it would 
be necessary for them to part. Wherefore the clerk put on his white comforter, and 
tried to warm himself at the candle; in which effort, not being a man of a strong 
imagination, he failed. 
“A merry Christmas, uncle! God save you!” cried a cheerful voice. It was the voice of 
Scrooge’s nephew, who came upon him so quickly that this was the first intimation 
he had of his approach. 
“Bah!” said Scrooge, “Humbug!” 
He had so heated himself with rapid walking in the fog and frost, this nephew of 
Scrooge, that he was all in a glow; his face was ruddy and handsome; his eyes 
sparkled, and his breath smoked again. 
“Christmas a humbug, uncle!” said Scrooge’s nephew. “You don’t mean that, I am 
sure?” 
“I do,” said Scrooge. “Merry Christmas! What right have you to be merry? What 
reason have you to be merry? You’re poor enough.” 
“Come, then,” returned the nephew gaily. “What right have you to be dismal? What 
reason have you to be morose? You’re rich enough.” 
Scrooge having no better answer ready on the spur of the moment, said, “Bah!” 
again; and followed it up with “Humbug.” 
“Don’t be cross, uncle!” said the nephew. 
“What else can I be,” returned the uncle, “when I live in such a world of fools as this? 
Merry Christmas! Out upon merry Christmas! What’s Christmas time to you but a 
time for paying bills without money; a time for finding yourself a year older, but not 
an hour richer; a time for balancing your books and having every item in ’em through 
a round dozen of months presented dead against you? If I could work my will,” said 
Scrooge indignantly, “every idiot who goes about with ‘Merry Christmas’ on his lips, 
should be boiled with his own pudding, and buried with a stake of holly through his 
heart. He should!” 
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Starting with this extract, how does Dickens present attitudes to Christmas in the novella? 
 
Write about: 
 
• How Dickens presents attitudes to Christmas in this episode 
• How Dickens presents attitudes to Christmas in the novella as a whole. 

[30 marks] 


