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PENRICE ACADEMY ARB
‘PENTHYLLER’

PARENT/CARER HANDBOOK

Enabling 100% Exceptional Education Experience



It is our pleasure to welcome you and your family to our Additional Resource Base (ARB),
‘Penthyller’ at Penrice Academy.
Choosing the right educational provision for your child is one of the most important
decisions you will make, and we recognise the trust you are placing in us. We are
committed to ensuring that every child who joins us feels safe, valued, understood and
able to flourish.

Penthyller is an integral part of our school community. It has been carefully designed to
provide specialist teaching, personalised support and nurturing relationships, while
ensuring that every child has opportunities to learn, develop friendships and participate in
the wider life of the school in ways that are meaningful and appropriate for them.

We believe that every child has strengths, interests and talents that deserve to be
recognised and celebrated. Our role is to understand each learner as an individual,
remove barriers to learning and provide the support they need to become confident,
successful and independent young people. We hold high aspirations for every learner and
work closely with families to help children achieve their full potential.

Partnership with parents and carers is at the heart of everything we do. You know your
child better than anyone, and we value your knowledge, experiences and aspirations. By
working together, maintaining open communication and sharing successes and
challenges, we can provide the very best outcomes for your child.

This handbook has been developed to answer many of the questions you may have about
our ARB. Starting a new provision can feel both exciting and uncertain. Please know that
our team is here to support you every step of the way. We look forward to getting to know
your family, celebrating your child's achievements and working together to create an
exceptional educational experience.

Thank you for choosing our school. We are delighted to welcome you to our community.

With best wishes,

Richard Baker Head Teacher                      Kirsty Taylor Assistant Headteacher - ARB lead  
Deputy Trust Lead            

Welcome to Penthyller
our ARB at Penrice

Academy 
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Meet the Staff 
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 Mr Deadman - Year 8 Teacher

3

 Mrs Foster - Year 7 Teacher

 Miss Harding  - Farm Manager

Hi everyone! My name is Mrs Foster. I have been a teacher for 19 years. I started
my teaching journey as a primary school teacher, before moving to secondary
school two years ago when I joined the team here at Penrice.
I was born in Yorkshire, but I moved to Cornwall in 2008. I absolutely love living
here and feel very lucky to now call Cornwall my home; it is such a wonderful
and special place. I enjoy spending time at the beach, exploring new places,
and going on walks with my little boy and our dog, Blue.
I have always loved animals, and turtles are my absolute favourite! I think they
are beautiful creatures and it is fascinating to learn about them.
When I’m not at school, you’ll usually find me spending time with my family,
enjoying the outdoors, having adventures in new places, or in a cafe eating
cake!
I’m really excited to meet you all, get to know you, and share lots of fun learning
experiences together next year!

Hi everyone! My name is Mr D. I have worked as a teacher for 15
years before joining the team here at Penrice. I’ve always loved
sport and played football for most of my life, but these days you’ll
usually find me on a golf course, which has become a real
passion of mine.
I have four children, so life is always busy and full of fun. I also love
cooking and enjoy making meals for family and friends whenever
I get the chance.
Music is another big part of my life. I listen to all sorts of music, and
I love how it can completely change my mood, help me relax, or
give me energy for the day ahead.
I’m looking forward to getting to know you all and sharing lots of
new experiences together!

 Mrs Davey - Assistant SENDCo



What is an ARB?
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An Additional Resource Base (ARB) is a specialist provision located within a
mainstream school. It is designed for learners whose needs cannot be fully
met through ordinarily available provision alone, but who benefit from being
part of a mainstream school community.

An ARB combines specialist teaching, tailored support and therapeutic
approaches with opportunities for pupils to learn, socialise and participate
alongside their mainstream peers wherever appropriate. Each learner has
an individual programme based on their strengths, needs and aspirations,
enabling them to access learning in a way that is right for them.

The aim of an ARB is to provide the best of both worlds: the expertise and
personalised support of a specialist setting, alongside the opportunities,
relationships and experiences that come from being part of a mainstream
school.

Every ARB is different and is designed to meet the needs of a specific group
of learners. At our school, the provision focuses on supporting learners with
speech, language and communication needs and/or autism.
.
Our ARB provides:

Specialist teachers and highly trained support staff.
Individualised learning programmes based on each child's Education,
Health and Care Plan (EHCP) outcomes.
Access to therapeutic approaches and specialist professionals where
appropriate.
Small-group and individual teaching alongside opportunities for inclusion
in mainstream lessons and school life.
A nurturing environment that promotes communication, independence,
wellbeing and confidence.
Close partnership working with families and external professionals to
achieve the very best outcomes.

Our ambition is for every learner to feel that they belong, develop
meaningful relationships, achieve academically and personally, and gain
the knowledge, skills and confidence they need for adulthood. Through high
expectations, specialist support and inclusive practice, we enable every
pupil to thrive as a valued member of our school community.



Timing Activity

8:00am - 8:30am Arrivals

8:30am - 9:00am Registration and Assembly

9:00am - 10:15am Lesson 1

10:15am - 10:45am Break 1

10:45am - 12:00pm Lesson 2

12:00pm - 1:15pm Lesson 3

1:15pm - 1:45pm Break 2

1:45pm - 3:00pm Lesson 4*

3:00pm - 4:00pm Twilight Sessions, Penrice
Plus, Revision

*End of compulsory school day at 3:00pm.

School Day
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The school day starts at 8:30 am.   
Students should be in their tutor rooms at 8:25am.

Please see below timings of the school day.
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Endless Opportunities

Pupils at Penrice benefit from endless opportunities with an extra-
curricular life like no other. From Coding to Crochet, Drama to Duke
of Edinburgh, and Sports to Street Art, Penrice pupils can immerse

themselves in all that school life has to offer, finding new interests and
forging new friendships along the way. 

We also have an on-site farm with around 20 animals ranging from
pigs, rabbits, a miniature Shetland Pony and even a Bearded Dragon!

All of these extra-curricular opportunities come under the name of
Penrice Plus, with a new list of activities made available at the start of

each term.

Enrichment



At our ARB we follow the same uniform policy as the wider school. This is to ensure
everyone looks smart and feels part of the school community. We believe that wearing the
uniform with pride helps create a positive and respectful learning environment. 

We understand that there may be individual circumstances where reasonable
adjustments to the uniform are needed. If this applies to your child, please feel free to get
in touch with us to discuss any necessary accommodations. 

Email: ktaylor@penrice.celtrust.org
O

Uniform  
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https://www.penriceacademy.org/_site/data/files/pdfs/policies/B8D7A280669055D381F646E5A7CD71C0.pdf
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Uniform
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Equipment



Intial Contact
Transition begins with an introductory phone call from Kirsty

Taylor, Assistant Headteacher and ARB lead.   This provides an
opportunity to begin discussing your child’s transition into the

ARB.

Transition Meeting
Following this, a meeting will take place at your child’s current

school setting with parents/ carers, the SENDCo and the
student.  This helps us plan for transition.

Understanding Needs and Support
During this process, we will discuss your child’s needs and the

support that is in place, as well as observe your child learning in
their current setting.  This enables us to buld an accurate

picture of how best to support them.

Enhanced Transition in September
In September, students will take part in an enhanced transition
process, including visits to the ARB at Penrice Academy and a

phased transition into the ARB setting.

Meeting Staff and Students
At the beginning of term in September, students will also have

the opportunity to meet the ARB staff and other students,
helping them to becoming familiar with the setting and feel

confident as they begin their learning journey.
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TRANSITION
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Parental  Communication

We have a number of mechanisms to communicate with parents and carers.



Contact Information
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School office 01726 72163

Absence 
If your child is going to be off school due to illness, please let us know as early as you can,
ideally before 8:30am on the day they are absent. Be sure to tell us the specific reason so
we can keep our records up to date.
If your child is off for more than one day, we ask that you check in with us each morning
with an update - unless we have agreed something different with you.

Safeguarding 
We are fully committed to ensuring that consistent, effective safeguarding procedures are
in place to support children, families and staff at school.

12

For all ARB enquiries please contact:
Kirsty Taylor, Assistant Headteacher

 and ARB Lead

ktaylor@penrice.celtrust.org
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