
                                                                                                                                                                                                                         

Key words: catharsis, chivalry, dichotomy, duplicity, equivocation, hamartia, hubris, 
Machiavelli, paranoia, patriarchal, prophecy, regicide, soliloquy, solipsism, tragedy, 
tyranny, usurp.  

 

Context: 
In your exam you must show an 
understanding of the context and how it 
influences Shakespeare. 

 King James I and Daemonologie 

 Holinshed's Chronicles 

 The Gunpowder Plot 

 The role of women 

 Views on royalty  

 The Great Chain of Being 

 The Divine Right of Kings 

Explore each of these and consider how 
they develop your understanding of 
Macbeth and Shakespeare’s message: 
 

 Aristotle’s elements of a Tragic Hero 

 Code of Chivalry 

 Original Sin and the story of Adam 
and Eve 

 Dante’s Inferno  

 

  
 

Further reading: 
http://moodle.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/pluginfile.php/2313/mod_resource/content/1/Mac
beth_Literary_Criticism.pdf  
http://www.absoluteshakespeare.com/guides/essays/macbeth_characters_essay.htm 
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/manhood-and-the-milk-of-human-kindness-in-macbeth 
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/character-analysis-lady-macbeth 
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/character-analysis-the-witches-in-macbeth 
 
The British Library has some fantastic articles which can be used in independent study. 

Use critical articles of the text – a collection will be uploaded and shared on Google Drive by Ms Sigrist. 

MACBETH REVISION ACTIVITIES 

Structure: 
As you read the play, think about the importance of the 
structure. 
Examine the following: 

 The opening of the play and how Macbeth is 
presented. 

 The chronological order of the play 
 Macbeth’s rise and then fall 
 The importance of the witches 
 Dramatic irony 
 Events that happen off stage e.g. Duncan’s murder 

and Macbeth crowned as king. 
 Motifs of sleep, blood, nature, hallucinations, 

children, light and dark 
 The ending of the play and how Macbeth is 

presented 
 Gustav Freytag’s five-act structure 

 

These activities are designed to be completed as you reread Macbeth; they will 

help develop your critical understanding of the play. 

http://moodle.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/pluginfile.php/2313/mod_resource/content/1/Macbeth_Literary_Criticism.pdf
http://moodle.suttongrammar.sutton.sch.uk/pluginfile.php/2313/mod_resource/content/1/Macbeth_Literary_Criticism.pdf
http://www.absoluteshakespeare.com/guides/essays/macbeth_characters_essay.htm
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/manhood-and-the-milk-of-human-kindness-in-macbeth
https://www.bl.uk/shakespeare/articles/character-analysis-lady-macbeth


Macbeth Exam Question: 

Read the extract below and answer the question that follows. 

In this extract, Macbeth and Lady Macbeth have a conversation, after Macbeth has murdered 

Duncan. 

 
 
Starting with this extract, how does Shakespeare present guilt in Macbeth? 
 
Write about: 
• How Shakespeare presents guilt in this extract 
• How Shakespeare presents guilt in the play as a whole. 

[30 marks] 
[4 marks SPAG] 


